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Winter 
vacations 
announced for 
colleges 
Early Times Report

Jammu, Dec 23: The 
Government of Jammu 
and Kashmir on Tues-
day announced the 
schedule for winter va-
cations in all Govern-
ment Degree Colleges 

Police seek 
vigilance clearance 
for promotion of 
inspectors 
Early Times Report

JAMMU, Dec 23: The 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Police Headquarters 
has initiated the pro-
cess for promotion of 
Inspectors of the Gen-
eral Executive Cadre 

Kashmir parts 
get fresh 
snowfall 
Early Times Report

Srinagar, Dec 23: 
Parts of Kashmir were 
hit by fresh snowfall 
and rain, with the 
minimum temperature 
remaining above the 
freezing point at most 
places in the valley, of-
ficials said on Tuesday.

Fog delays over 
270 flights
Early Times Report

NEW DELHI, Dec 23: 
At least 10 flights were 
cancelled and more 
than 270 flights were 
delayed at the Delhi 
airport due to fog and 
low visibility condi-
tions on Tuesday.

An official said 6 ar-
rivals and 4 depar-
tures have been can-
celled for the day.

Arunachal Police arrest 2 more 
from Kupwara; 5 Kashmiri 
men held for Pak-linked spying

From Washington to Budgam: 
NIA court attaches US-based 
separatist Fai’s property

Joint security exercise held in 
Srinagar to counter potential threats

Ahead of New Year, surveillance stepped 
up along Mata Vaishno Devi route 

Northern Railway introduces 
‘scratch rake’ to curb fog delays ‘Jan Bhagidari’ cornerstone of 

people-centric security: Prez Murmu 
Health Department refers 480 
Medical Officer Posts to JKPSC

Sanjay Pandita
Early Times Report

Jammu, Dec 23: In a major coun-
ter-espionage breakthrough with 
serious national security impli-
cations, the Arunachal Pradesh 
Police have arrested two more 
Kashmiri men, taking the total 
number of arrests in a Pakistan-
linked spying racket to five. All 
the accused are residents of Kash-
mir and are alleged to have been 
operating under the directions of 
Pakistani handlers. 

Senior police officials said the 
latest arrests—Aijaz Ahmed Bhat 
and Bashir Ahmad Ganai—were 
made from Kupwara district of 
Kashmir on December 18. The duo 
was subsequently brought to Ita-
nagar, where they are currently 
lodged in police custody for sus-
tained interrogation. 

With these arrests, investigators 
believe they have exposed a well-
organised espionage network op-
erating from within Arunachal 
Pradesh, using seemingly innocu-
ous cover activities to gather and 
transmit sensitive information to 
hostile elements across the border. 

“The accused, during their re-
peated visits to different parts of 

Arunachal Pradesh, allegedly col-
lected sensitive and strategic in-
formation from locals and other 

sources and shared it with their 
Pakistani handlers,” a senior po-
lice officer told the media, describ-
ing the case as a grave threat to na-
tional security. 

The case first came to light on 
November 21, when Arunachal 
Pradesh Police arrested Nazir Ah-

mad Malik and Sabir Ahmed Mir, 
both residents of Kupwara district, 
following specific and credible in-
telligence inputs pointing towards 

Sandeep Bhat
Early Times Report

Jammu, Dec 23: An NIA 
court in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Budgam district has 
ordered the attachment of 
immovable property be-
longing to US-based Kash-
miri separatist Ghulam 
Nabi Shah alias Dr Fai un-
der the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act (UAPA), 
nearly eight months after 
he was declared a pro-
claimed offender in a ter-
ror-related case. 

As per the court or-
der, the District Collec-
tor, Budgam, has been di-
rected to take immediate 
possession of Dr Fai’s land 
located in Wadwan and 
Chattabugh villages, while 
the Senior Superintendent 
of Police (SSP), Budgam, 
has been asked to provide 
necessary assistance for 
executing the order. 

The attachment has 
been ordered in connec-
tion with FIR No. 46 of 
2020, registered at Po-
lice Station Budgam un-
der Sections 10, 13 and 39 
of the UAPA. The court 
took the step after the ac-
cused repeatedly failed to 

appear before the investi-
gating agency despite the 
issuance of proclamation 
notices and arrest war-
rants. 

Dr Fai was declared a 

proclaimed offender on 
April 26 this year by the 
Special Judge, NIA Court, 
Budgam, after he failed 
to surrender before the 
Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice within the stipulat-

ed 30-day period. A na-
tive of Wadwan village in 
Budgam, he is current-
ly residing in the Unit-
ed States, where he is ac-
cused of evading arrest 

and obstructing the legal 
process. 

Ghulam Nabi Fai is 
the founder of the Wash-
ington-based Kashmir 
American Council (KAC), 

Early Times Report

Jammu, Dec 23: Surveil-
lance has been stepped 
up along the route to the 
Mata Vaishno Devi shrine 
atop Trikuta hills in Jam-
mu and Kashmir’s Reasi 
to manage the expected 
New Year pilgrim rush, 
with focus on high-footfall 
and congested stretches, 
officials said on Tuesday.

A multi-tier security 
grid has also been put in 
place in and around the 
shrine, comprising per-
sonnel from the Police, 
Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) and shrine 
board security, supported 
by Quick Response Teams 
(QRTs), they said.

A high-level meeting 
chaired by Chief Exec-
utive Officer (CEO) of 

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
Shrine Board (SMVDSB) 

Sachin Kumar Vaishya, 
and attended by senior of-
ficials of the board, dis-

trict administration, 
representatives of secu-

rity agencies and other 
stakeholders, reviewed 

Early Times Report

Srinagar, Dec 23: Security forces 
on Tuesday carried out anti-sabo-
tage operations around vital instal-
lations in Srinagar city with the aim 
to strengthen security measures 
and counter any potential threats.

“Police, in close coordination 
with the Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF), conducted Area Se-
curity/Anti-Sabotage (AST) opera-
tions around major vital installa-
tions and sensitive locations in the 
North Zone of Srinagar, with the 
aim of strengthening preventive 
security measures and countering 
any potential threats,” a Srinagar 
police spokesman said.

He said the purpose of the joint se-
curity exercise is to reinforce the 
overall security grid, enhance op-
erational preparedness, and ensure 
the safety and security of critical 

infrastructure as well as the gener-
al public.

“During the operation, thorough 
checking and sanitisation of the 

identified areas were carried out, 
along with a comprehensive review 
of existing security arrangements,” 

Early Times Report

Jammu, Dec 23: Amid 
fog-related disruptions 
over the past many days, 
the Northern Railway’s 
Jammu Division has ar-

ranged ‘scratch rake’ to 
minimize delays in train 
operations and to ensure 
passenger convenience 
during winter months, 
an official said on Tues-
day.

The significant deci-

sion has been taken on 
the directions of Divi-
sional Railway Manag-
er, Vivek Kumar, the of-
ficial said.

With this facility, it 
has been decided to 

provide a scratch rake 
or additional rake for 
Train No. 12414 (Jammu 
Tawi-Ajmer) and Train 
No. 22478/22477 (Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi Ka-
tra-New Delhi-Katra) to 

Early Times Report

NEW DELHI, Dec 23: As-
serting that community 
participation strengthens 

national security, Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu on 
Tuesday said people need 
not be passive observers 
of what happens around 

them and termed “jan 
bhagidari” as the corner-
stone of people-centric se-
curity. 

Addressing an event or-

ganised by the Intelli-
gence Bureau (IB) here, 
she also said that social 
media has transformed 
the world of information 

and communication, and 
it has the potential for 

both creation and destruc-
tion. 

“Protecting people from 

Early Times Report

Srinagar, Dec 23: 
The Health and Medical 
Education Department 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
has formally referred 
480 posts of Medical Of-
ficers to the Jammu and 
Kashmir Public Services 
Commission for direct re-
cruitment, as per official 
communication issued on 
Tuesday.

According to an offi-
cial letter issued from the 
Civil Secretariat, Jammu 
and Kashmir, the refer-
ral has been made under 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Health and Family Wel-
fare (Gazetted) Service 
Rules notified vide SRO 
325 of 2013. 
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The latest arrests—Aijaz Ahmed Bhat and Bashir Ahmad Ganai—were 
made from Kupwara district on December 18. 

Investigators have exposed a well-organised espionage network operating 
from within Arunachal Pradesh.

The accused used to gather and transmit sensitive information to hostile 
elements across the border.

The five arrested individuals were allegedly part of a covert spy network 
that had penetrated Arunachal Pradesh under the guise of petty trade.

The District Collector, Budgam, has been directed 
to take immediate possession of Fai’s land located in 

Wadwan and Chattabugh villages, 

The SSP Budgam, has been asked to provide necessary 
assistance for executing the order.

The court took the step after the accused repeatedly 
failed to appear before the investigating agency.

Fai, a native of Wadwan village in Budgam, is currently 
residing in the United States, where he is accused of 

evading arrest and obstructing the legal process.

According to officials, emphasis was laid on strict 
regulation of the yatra through RFID-based access 

control, ensuring that only pilgrims possessing valid RFID 
(Radio Frequency Identification) cards are permitted to 
proceed.

“During the operation, thorough checking and sanitisation of the identified 
areas were carried out, along with a comprehensive review of existing 

security arrangements.”

Protecting people 
from misinformation 

is a very challenging task. 

This task must 
be carried out 

continuously and very 
effectively. 

Need to create active 
social media users 

who consistently present 
fact-based narratives in 
the national interest.

There are numerous 
examples of alert 

citizens helping 
professional forces with 
their inputs in averting 
security crises.

The referral has been made under the Jammu and 
Kashmir Health and Family Welfare (Gazetted) Service 

Rules notified vide SRO 325 of 2013. 

The requisition form for filling up the posts has been 
forwarded to JKPSC for initiating the recruitment 

process.

The department has also requested the Public Services 
Commission to incorporate specific conditions in the 

advertisement to avoid any future legal complications.

Selected Medical Officers will be required to serve 
mandatorily in peripheral and far-flung areas of UT in 

the interest of equitable healthcare delivery.
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TENTH DAYKRIYA 
With profound grief and sorrow we in-
form about the sad demise of Sh Dwari-
ka Nath Pandita (Darvesh) S/o Lt Sh Arjan 
Nath Pandita (Darvesh) originally resident of 
Waterkhani,Kupwara ,Kashmir presently at 
House No 06,Lane No 02,Patta Bohri, Jam-
mu. He left for his heavenly abode on 16th 
December, 2025.
THE TENTH DAY KRIYA shall be per-
formed on 25th December, 2025,Thursday 
at Akhnoor Ghat.Assembly shall take place  
at Muthi Ghat near office of Directorate of 
Education,Jammu at 11:30 AM
Grief Stricken 
Son's & Daughters-in-law 
Sh Ravinder Pandita &Smt Desha Pandita 
Sh Kishore Pandita & Smt Titli Pandita 
Sh Raj Kumar Pandita & Archana Pandita 
Bhabis & Brothers
Smt Dhan Jigri W/o Late Sh Jagar Nath Pandita 
Smt Aasha Ji W/o Late Sh Badri Nath Pandita
Smt Shubna Ji W/o Sh Saroop Nath Pandita 
Sisters & Brothers- in -law 
Smt Sheela Ji W/o Late Sh Brij Nath Pandita 
Smt Dura Ji W/o Sh M K Pandita 
Smt Piti Ji W/o Late Sh Chaman Lal Pandita 
Smt Vijay Ji W/o Late Sh Roshan Lal Pandita 
Grand Son's
Mr. Rohit,Mr Aashish,Mr Huney & Mr Chetan

SAMAST DARVESH PARIVAR,ALL RELATIONS & FRIENDS 
Mob:9419391031,9419686925,9419262909

Sh Dwarika Nath 
Pandita (Darvesh)

IN THE COURT OF EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE 
1ST CLASS LOHALMALHAR

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to inform public in general that the following bersons had filed 
their petitions before this court (Tehsildar Lohai Malhar) for seek-
ing directions regarding registration of birth records.
S. No	 Name of applicant	 Sex	 Father’s Name	 Mother’s Name	 DOB	 POB
					     (as stated by	 ( as stated by
					     the applicant)	 the applicant)
01.      	 Nisha Devi	 Female	 Romesh Kumar	 Indro Devi	 10-04-2007	 R/o  At Home 
						      Najote
						      Tehsil Lohai
						      Malhar District 		
						      Kathua UT J&K
Therefore, through the medium of this notice public at large is 
informed that if any person has any objection in respect to the 
above mentioned details of the petitioners/applicant, he/she shall 
appear in this court either personally or through a counsel to file 
his/her objections within a period of 07 days from the publication 
of this notice in this news paper
No:-JC/TLM/2025-26/190
Dated:-23/12/2025

Sd/-
Tehsildar

Executive Magistrate 1st Class
Lohai Malhar HQ. Machhedi

IN THE COURT OF EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE 
1ST CLASS LOHAI MALHAR

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to inform public in general that the following bersons had filed 
their petitions before this court (Tehsildar Lohai Malhar) for seek-
ing directions regarding registration of birth records.
S. No	 Name of applicant	 Sex	 Father’s Name	 Mother’s Name	 DOB	 POB
					     (as stated by	 ( as stated by
					     the applicant)	 the applicant)
01.      	 Sanjay Sharma 	 Male	 Ajeet Sharma	 Seema Devi	 24-07-2020	 R/o Malhar
						      Tehsil Lohai
						      Malhar District 		
						      Kathua UT J&K
Therefore, through the medium of this notice public at large is 
informed that if any person has any objection in respect to the 
above mentioned details of the petitioners/applicant, he/she shall 
appear in this court either personally or through a counsel to file 
his/her objections within a period of 07 days from the publication 
of this notice in this news paper
No:-JC/TLM/2025-26/
Dated:-_/_/_

Sd/-
Tehsildar

Executive Magistrate 1st Class
Lohai Malhar HQ. Machhedi

IN THE COURT OF EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE 
1ST CLASS LOHAI MALHAR

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to inform public in general that the following bersons had filed 
their petitions before this court (Tehsildar Lohai Malhar) for seek-
ing directions regarding registration of birth records.
S. No	 Name of applicant	 Sex	 Father’s Name	 Mother’s Name	 DOB	 POB
					     (as stated by	 ( as stated by
					     the applicant)	 the applicant)
01.      	 Pooja Devi	 Female	 Prethu Ram	 Janto Devi	 25-04-2006	 At Home 		
						      Badnota
						      Tehsil Lohai
						      Malhar District 		
						      Kathua UT J&K
Therefore, through the medium of this notice public at large is 
informed that if any person has any objection in respect to the 
above mentioned details of the petitioners/applicant, he/she shall 
appear in this court either personally or through a counsel to file 
his/her objections within a period of 07 days from the publication 
of this notice in this news paper
No:-JC/TLM/2025-26/193
Dated:-23/12/2025

Sd/-
Tehsildar

Executive Magistrate 1st Class
Lohai Malhar HQ. Machhedi

REMEMBRANCE

S. MOHAN SINGH
(Ten Years Since We Lost You)

Ten years have passed, yet your absence still 
speaks louder than time. You lived quietly, but your 
life carried weight—measured not in words, but in 
character, restraint, and grace. Without seeking 

recognition, you earned respect; without authority, 
you commanded regard.

You taught us that dignity needs no display, that 
strength lies in humility, and that a life lived honestly 

becomes its own legacy. Your memory remains a 
silent guide, shaping our thoughts and reminding us 

of what truly matters.
With folded hands, we remember you today and pray 

for eternal peace for your departed soul.

IN EVERLASTING REMEMBRANCE:
Gurvinder Kour Sudan 

& 
Rajinder Singh Jogi

INFORMATION
I Kewal kumar F/O Naitik Gupta do hereby inform that I have ap-
plied for correction of parentage of my son in school records from 
Naitik Gupta S/O Kewal Kumar Gupta & Shivali Gupta To Naitik 
Gupta S/O Kewal Kumar & Shivali. Objection if any be communi-
cated to ZEO Marh within one Week.

KEWAL KUMAR

NOTICE
I, Nusrat Begum (Old Name) W/O Khalil Ahmed R/O Dhanoie, Koti, 
Tehsil Bani District Kathua JK has changed my name from Nusrat 
Begum (Old name) to Nusrat Bano (new name). I do hereby as-
sume from this date the name/surname Nusrat Bano (New Name).

NOTICE
I Kanchan Devi D/o Bachan  Lal R/o Hno 177pktH  sector 2 Durga 
Nagar Talab Tiloo Jammu have applied for the correction of my fa-
ther Name Which has been wrongly written in Diploma in Textile 
Design   Under Roll No  1st semester Roll no  1613-23DI -17075  
2nd Semester Roll No  1613-23M2-29978  3rd Semester  1613-
23N3-37978 4th  Semester Roll no  1613-24M4-44607 5th Semes-
ter Roll No  1613-24N5-54236 6th Semester Roll No  1613-25M6-
67766 Registration No  16-13-R22-5716 as  Bachan Spolia instead 
of correct name  Bachan Lal  Now I am applying for the neces-
sary correction objection if any may be conveyed to the J&k Board 
of Technical education Jammu within seven days from the date of 
publication of this notice

NOTICE
I,Raj Kumar Sharma S/o Surinder Kumar have applied for Sur-
render  of my Domicile certificate vide No DOM/0202/06July 
2020/13062092 issued on August 29,2020 as I have to apply 
afresh for the same in migrant category to comply with the re-
siding rules. Objections if any may kindly be conveyed to Tehsil-
dar Bishnah, Jammu within seven days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice.

NOTICE
I,Ashok Kumar Thaker S/o Sh Shadi Lal R/o Village Matta tehsil 
& district Kishtwar have applied for necessary corrections in my 
name which has been wrongly written in my Aadhar Card bear-
ing No:648337623643 and PAN card bearing No:BDUPK9394K as 
Ashok Kumar instead of my correct name as Ashok Kumar Thak-
er. Objections if any may kindly be conveyed to concerned author-
ities within seven days from the date of publication of this notice 

NOTICE
I , Mohammad Altaf  Roy S/o Mohammad Maqbool Roy R/o Dud-
wagan Bona Gund ,Verinag J&K UT have applied for necessary 
corrections in the names of my children which have been wrong-
ly entered in their Aadhar Cards as Luqmaan Altaf Roy instead of 
correct name as Babar Altaf and Mohd Auvranzaib Altaf instead of 
correct name as  Avrangzeb Altaf Roy.Objections if any may kindly 
be conveyed to concerned authorities within seven days from the 
date of publication of this notice 

NOTICE
I,have applied for getting NOC (Renewal) from JMC for running 
of 3 FE Bistro Restaurant at Greater Kailash Jammu. If any objec-
tion may be submitted within seven days from the publication of 
this notice 

Parvinder Singh Jaggi
S/o Parshotam Singh Jaggi

R/o HNo 154,Gurah Bakshi Nagar Jammu 
Mob:9419142100

NOTICE
I,Army No. 16130412N Rank SPR Name Nevuri Harish "F" COY 
Unit:- 54RR(Madras) C/O 56 APO Pin:- 934554 want to change 
and correct my father's name from Nevuri Bhoomaiah to Nevuri 
Bhumaiah, Father DOB from 01/01/1977 to 01/01/1971 and Village 
name from Narsinghapoor to Narsinghapur in my service records. 
Objection if any may convey it to concerned authorities.

IN THE COURT OF CIVIL JUDGE 
(JE DIVISION) R. S. PURA.

Presents: Shazia Chowdhary
Jagdish Singh S/o Lt. Shonka Ram R/o village Satrayan Khurd teh-
sil R S Pura Jammu  

(Petitioner)
Versus

Ramesh Singh S/o Lt Shonka Ram R/o Satrayan Khurd,tehsil 
Suchetgarh, Jammu & Another

(Respondents)
IN THE MATTER OF:Petition Under /section 372 of Indian Suc-
cession Act 1925 for issuance of succession certificate in fa-
vour of the petitioner for Rs 6,47,324/- lying in bank account 
of J&K Grameen Bank B/O Satrayan Camp, bearing Account 
No:3035040100003226 in the name of Lt. Smt Maya Devi W/o Lt. 
Shonka Ram R/o Village Satrayan Khurd, tehsil Suchetgarh , Jam-
mu who died on 26-09-2025  at home.

PROCLAMATION 
Whereas, the petitioner has/have filed the above titled petition. 
Now, the public at large, is hereby informed through the medium 
of this proclamation that if anybody has any objection (s) to the 
matter, he/she shall file objection (s) in person or through counsel 
or through any authorized agent within a period of 15 days. After 
expiry of this date, no objection shall be considered and appropri-
ate orders shall follow. If the date fixed will be holiday, then the 
case will be taken up on the next working day
Given under my hand and seal of this court 

Sd/
Munsiff/R.S.Pura

IN THE COURT OF CIVIL JUDGE 
(JE DIVISION) R. S. PURA.

Presents: Shazia Chowdhary
Tarsem Paul S/o Lt. Jagdish Lal R/o Kothey Gagian, tehsil R S Pura 
Jammu 

(Petitioner)
Versus

Shakutala Devi W/o Sat Pal R/o Draftey,tehsil R S Pura  Jammu 
& Others

(Respondents)
IN THE MATTER OF:Petition Under /section 372 of Indian Suc-
cession Act 1925 for issuance of succession certificate in favour 
of the petitioner with respect to amount Rs 1,13,750/- lying in Ac-
count No:9972/89 New 809700014158 of Jammu Central Cooper-
ative Bank Ltd. of branch R S Pura of Lt. Koushalya Devi W/o Lt. 
Jagdish Lal R/o Kothey Gagian, tehsil R S Pura Jammu who died 
on 01-06-2023 at home Excluding the Respondent

PROCLAMATION 
Whereas, the petitioner has/have filed the above titled petition. 
Now, the public at large, is hereby informed through the medium 
of this proclamation that if anybody has any objection (s) to the 
matter, he/she shall file objection (s) in person or through counsel 
or through any authorized agent within a period of 15 days. After 
expiry of this date, no objection shall be considered and appropri-
ate orders shall follow. If the date fixed will be holiday, then the 
case will be taken up on the next working day
Given under my hand and seal of this court 

Sd/
Munsiff/R.S.Pura

BHOG
With profound grief and sorrow, we regret 
to inform the sad demise of S.Krishan Singh 
Aval (Jagbir Press Poonch) S/o Late S. Jas-
want Singh Aval R/o H.No 47  Ward No. 07  
Mohalla Kama Khan Poonch  who left us for 
heavenly abode 20-12-2025 
ARAMB SRI AKHAND PATH SA-
HIB at our  residence at 9:30 am on 
24-12-2025(Wednesday)
BHOG SRI AKHAND PATH SAHIB at our 
residence at 9:30 am on 26-12-2025(Friday)
ANTIM ARDAS will be performed at Gurd-
wara Baithak Mahant Mohar Singh Ji  near 
Hospital Poonch from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm
S.Gurcharan Singh Aval (Brother) & 
Sdn Rupinder Kour Aval (Bhabi)
Late S. Jagbir Singh Aval  (Babbu) (Brother)
& Sdn. Inderjeet Kour Aval (Bhabi)
Son & Daughter in Law
S. Inderpal Singh Aval & 
Sdn. Parveen Kour Aval 
Daughter & Son in Law
Sdn. Rasneet Kour (Rasna) & 
Baljeet Singh (Sonu)
Kids:
Ustat, Sifty, Aas, Samrath & Ronak 

8493882764,9797383883,90552 92537,  9797296939

S.Krishan 
Singh Aval
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MLA Bahu Ch. Vikram Randhawa Holds High-
Level Review Meeting on Water Scarcity
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: Hon’ble 
MLA Bahu Constituen-
cy Ch. Vikram Randha-
wa today chaired a high-
level review meeting of 
the Public Health Engi-
neering (PHE) Depart-
ment at the PWD Guest 
House, Gandhi Nagar, to 
address the growing issue 
of drinking water scarcity 
in Bahu Constituency.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the senior officials 
from PHE department in-
cluding XEN PHE, AEE, 
JE’s, along with all Man-
dal Presidents of Bahu 
Constituency, who active-
ly participated and shared 
ground-level feedback.

During the meeting, 
Mandal Presidents high-
lighted area-specific prob-

lems and suggested con-
crete measures including 
augmentation of existing 
water supply schemes, re-
placement of worn-out 
pipelines, installation of 
additional tube wells, reg-
ular tanker services in 
scarcity-hit localities, and 
strict monitoring of water 
distribution schedules.

Taking serious note of 
the concerns raised, Ch. 

Vikram Randhawa direct-
ed the PHE department to 
incorporate these sugges-
tions into the planning 
and execution of ongoing 
and upcoming projects. 
He emphasized that pub-
lic representatives are di-
rectly connected with the 
people and their inputs 
must be given due prior-
ity.

The MLA said that in-

puts and suggestions giv-
en by Mandal Presidents 
reflect the real situation 
on the ground and must 
be implemented without 
delay. He warned that ac-
countability will be fixed 
if negligence, delay, or ca-
sual approach is found in 
addressing public griev-
ances.

Reviewing ongoing 
and upcoming PHE proj-

ects, Ch. Vikram Rand-
hawa instructed officials 
to fast-track all pending 
schemes, ensure trans-
parency in execution, and 
maintain continuous co-
ordination with public 
representatives. He em-
phasized that summer 
preparedness is non-ne-
gotiable and residents 
should not be made to suf-
fer due to administrative 
slackness.

Reiterating his commit-
ment to the people, the 
MLA stated that he will 
personally monitor the 
progress of water sup-
ply works and take up the 
matter at the highest lev-
el if required. “The people 
of Bahu Constituency will 
not be allowed to suffer for 
want of drinking water,” 
he asserted.

MLA Ch. Vikram Randhawa chairing a meeting at Jammu

Drug Peddler’s Property Worth Rs 1 
Crore Attached In Srinagar
EARLY TIMES REPORT

SRINAGAR, Dec 23: 
Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice on Tuesday attached 
property worth 1 crore of 
a notorious drug peddler 
here, alleging it was ac-
quired through the pro-
ceeds of illicit drug traf-
ficking, officials said.

The attached property 
attached under the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS) 
Act comprises a double-
storey residential house 
built on 12 marlas of land, 

situated at Sultan Mohal-
la, Saidakadal, belonging 
to the accused Nisar Ah-
mad Bota, they said.

The accused is involved 
in a case registered at 
Rainawari police station, 
the official said.

During the course of the 
investigation, it was estab-
lished that the said prop-
erty had been acquired 
through illicit proceeds 
generated from drug traf-
ficking activities. 

Consequently, the prop-
erty was attached under 
Section 68-F of the NDPS 

Act, a police spokesman 
said.

He said the attachment 
proceedings were con-
ducted strictly in accor-
dance with the prescribed 
legal procedure and in the 
presence of two indepen-
dent witnesses.

As per the attachment 
order, the owner has been 
restrained from selling, 
leasing, transferring, al-
tering, or creating any 
third-party interest in 
the said property until 
further orders, the police 
said.

Arvind Gupta launches development works 

EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: MLA 
Jammu West, Arvind 
Gupta, on Tuesday inau-
gurated lane and drain 
construction works in 
Ward No. 24, fulfilling a 
long-pending demand of 
the local residents. The 
development initiative is 
aimed at improving san-
itation, drainage, and 
overall civic infrastruc-
ture in the area.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Arvind Gupta said 
that the work was started 
in keeping with the com-
mitments he had made to 
the people during his in-
teractions with them. He 
added that development 

at the grassroots level re-
mains his top priority.

The MLA stated that 
proper drainage and well-
constructed lanes are es-
sential for preventing wa-
terlogging, maintaining 
cleanliness, and ensuring 
a better quality of life for 
residents. 

He assured the public 
that similar development 
works would be taken up 
in other parts of Jammu 
West in a phased manner, 
keeping in view the needs 
and demands of the peo-
ple.

Arvind Gupta also ap-
pealed to residents to co-
operate with the execut-
ing agencies so that the 
work could be completed 

within the stipulated time 
frame and to the desired 
quality standards. 

He reiterated his com-
mitment to transparent 
governance and account-
able use of public funds.

Former Corporator Anu 
Bali, Mandal President 
Kushyant Prajapati, Se-
nior Leader Atul Bakshi, 
Mandal General Secre-
tary Mohit Vaid, and Se-
nior Leader Vinoo Khan-
na, Sanjeev Sharma, 
Rekha Sharma, Sudesh 
Gupta, Amreek Singh, 
Bhuvnesh Gupta, Arti 
Khajuria, Pardeep Shar-
ma, Sonu Manhas, In-
dresh, Pawan, Kaka, and 
several others were pres-
ent during the inaugura-
tion. They welcomed the 
initiative and thanked the 
MLA for addressing the 
civic issues of the ward.

Residents expressed sat-
isfaction over the com-
mencement of the works 
and hoped that the proj-
ect would bring long-term 
relief from drainage prob-
lems and improve the 
overall living conditions 
in the area.

MLA Arvind Gupta kick starting development work.

Security Forces Intensify Checks In Srinagar 
Ahead Of Christmas, New Year
EARLY TIMES REPORT

SRINAGAR, Dec 23: Se-
curity forces have stepped 
up security arrangements 
across Srinagar ahead 
of the upcoming Christ-
mas and New Year cele-
brations, officials said on 
Tuesday.

Police and Central Re-
serve Police Force per-
sonnel have intensified 
vehicle checking and sur-
veillance at several key 
locations in the city, in-
cluding tourist and public 
movement zones such as 
the Dal Lake area. 

Officials said the mea-
sures are aimed at pre-
venting any possible secu-
rity breach and ensuring 
the safety of inhabitants 

and visitors during the 
festive period.

Police personnel from 
the police station Nishat, 
along with CRPF units, 
were seen conducting 
thorough checking of ve-
hicles and monitoring 
movement at prominent 
entry and exit points.

Officials said a high lev-
el of vigilance is being 
maintained across the 
city, with increased pa-
trolling, checkpoints, and 
deployment of additional 
personnel at sensitive lo-
cations. 

The focus, they said, re-
mains on maintaining 
law and order while al-
lowing normal activities 
to continue without dis-
ruption.

NC felicitates newly appointed District President Jammu 
Rural “A” and Block Presidents.

Thana Diwas Organised at Police Station Akhnoor

EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: A Tha-
na Diwas programme was 
organised today at Police 
Station Akhnoor and was 
attended by prominent 
citizens of the area, in-
cluding former Sarpanch-
es and Panches. The pro-
gramme was chaired by 
SSP Jammu Shri Joginder 
Singh, JKPS, accompa-
nied by SP Rural Jam-
mu Shri Brijesh Sharma, 
JKPS.

During the programme, 
the SSP Jammu distrib-
uted 10 wheelchairs to 
specially abled persons 
namely Suram Chand, 
Isher Dass, Sohan Lal, 
Amro Devi, Bhagwan 
Dass, Raman Kumar, 

Rekha Devi, Mukesh Ku-
mar, Prem Nath and Ni-
sha Devi. Additionally, 
two wheelchairs were pro-
vided under the banner of 
All J&K Disabled Welfare 
Trust, Akhnoor, as part 
of the Civic Action Pro-
gramme.

On the occasion, Appre-
ciation Certificates and 
gifts were also present-
ed to volunteers who ren-
dered commendable ser-
vices during the recent 
floods in Akhnoor Sub-
Division. 

The recipients includ-
ed Ramesh Singh (S/o 
Daler Singh), Sandokh 
Singh, Ramesh Singh 
(S/o Avtar Singh), Nasib 
Lal, Showket, Deepak Ku-
mar, Daljeet Singh, Uttam 

Singh, Joginder Singh, 
Balwinder Singh, Bal-
bir Singh, Ashok Singh, 
Kashmir Singh, Pawan 
Singh, Daler Singh (S/o 
Mangal Singh), Neeraj 
Sharma, Kali Dass and 
Kulbir Singh.

The programme was 
attended by SDPO 
Akhnoor, SHOs of 
Akhnoor, Gharota and 
Khour Police Stations, IC 
PPs and ICBPPs of Sub-
Division Akhnoor.

During the interaction, 
local people raised issues 
such as traffic congestion 
in Akhnoor town, drug 
menace, and other miscel-
laneous public concerns. 
The SSP Jammu empha-
sized the importance of 
community participation 
in maintaining peace and 
law & order, assured the 
general public that their 
grievances would be re-
solved at the earliest, and 
directed the officers pres-
ent on the spot to take the 
issue of traffic congestion 
seriously.

The general public ap-
preciated the efforts of 
Jammu Police in organis-
ing such effective public 
outreach programmes.

Police officers during Thana Diwas celebrations at Akhnoor.

EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23 : Pro-
vincial President JKNC, 
Jammu,  Mr Rattan Lal 
Gupta felicitated newly 
nominated District Pres-
ident Jammu Rural “A” 
Mr Subash Chander Bha-
gat who has been nomi-
nated as District Presi-
dent Jammu Rural “A”. 
On this occasion four new-
ly nominated Block Presi-
dents namely Tharu Ram, 
Block President Nagrota, 
Mohd Majeed, Block Pres-
ident Dansal, Ajay Singh, 
Block President Mathwar 
and Sukhdev Singh, Block 
President Bhalwal were 
also felicitated. On this oc-
casion Babu Rampal for-
mer minister and Central 
Zone President, Vijay Lo-
chan Chairman SC Cell, 
Sardar Tejinder Pal Singh 
(Aman) Provincial Pres-
ident Jammu YNC, Sha-
mim Begum DDC Dansal 
were also present. 

Addressing the gather-
ing, Rattan Lal Gupta Pro-
vincial President Jammu 
raised serious concern 

over the ongoing dual 
power structure in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, stating 
that it is creating unnec-
essary hurdles in the ef-
fective functioning of gov-
ernance. He said, “People 
are suffering due to confu-
sion and lack of account-
ability.” He strongly reit-
erated for restoration of 
full statehood to Jammu 
and Kashmir and an end 
to the dual power struc-
ture, which he termed as 
undemocratic and detri-
mental to public welfare. 
He directed the newly 

nominated District Presi-
dent to constitute District 
Committee Jammu Rural 
“A” to strengthen the par-
ty to face forthcoming ur-
ban local body and Pan-
chayat Elections within 
fortnight.  

Babu Rampal former 
minister and Central Zone 
President, while speaking 
on the occasion, said that 
the best performance of 
Omar Led government in 
Jammu and Kashmir the 
emphasized  the achieve-
ment of the Omar Led gov-
ernment  including free 

travel for women in gov-
ernment-operated bus-
es, enhancement of mar-
riage assistance from Rs 
50,000 to Rs 75,000, pro-
vision of 200 units of free 
electricity per month for 
AAY households, and dou-
bling of the monthly free 
ration quota from 5 kg to 
10 kg per person for AAY 
families, enhancement of 
pension of  Old age, widow  
and handicapped persons 
from Rs 1000 to Rs 1500,  
Rs 2000  ( Senior Citizen) 
Per month. 

The newly appointed 

District President Jammu 
Rural “A” and Block Pres-
idents, while thanking 
the party high command 
and senior leaders Fa-
rooq Abdullah, CM Omar 
Abdullah, General Secre-
tary Ali Mohd Sagar, Ajay 
Sadhotra and Rattan Lal 
Gupta for reposing faith 
in them, expressed their 
commitment to stand by 
the party’s principles 
and work diligently to 
strengthen the organiza-
tion across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Among those who were 
present included: Bushan 
Lal Bhat former MLC,  
Rakesh Singh Raka Vice 
President Central Zone, 
Nar Singh President La-
bor Wing,  Nitish Gowsa-
mi, Vishal Parihar Vice 
Presidents YNC Jammu, 
Hameed Choudhary Cen-
tral Zone President YNC, 
Sahil Kerni District Pres-
ident Jammu  Urban YNC, 
Aman District President 
YNC Billawar, Jasin Ma-
lik District President 
YNC Samba, Muzamil 
Malik and others.

Newly appointed District president of NC being felicitated during a function.

Samba Police Work Out Theft Case
8 2 Accused Arrested, Stolen Items Recovered

EARLY TIMES REPORT

SAMBA, Dec 23: Sam-
ba Police has worked out 
a theft case registered at 
Police Station Vijaypur, 
arrested two accused per-
sons and recovered stolen 
items from their posses-
sion.

On 20.12.2025, a written 
complaint was lodged at 
Police Station Vijaypur by 
one person namely Pan-
kaj Verma S/o Girdhari 
Lal R/o village Patti teh-
sil Bari Brahmana dis-
trict Samba regarding 
theft of inverter-battery, 

speakers, soundbars and 
other items from his shop 
situated at Rahya Morh 
during the intervening 
night of 19/20.12.2025.

Acting upon the com-
plaint, a case FIR No. 
143/2025 u/s 331(4)/305 
BNS was registered at 
Police Station Vijaypur 
and investigation start-
ed.

During the course of 
investigation, a Police 
team of PS Vijaypur af-
ter relentless efforts, ap-
prehended two suspects 
who upon sustained 
questioning confessed 

their involvement in the 
instant case. The arrest-
ed accused have been 
identified as Harpreet 
Singh @ Kaka S/o Dar-
shan Singh R/o Sukar-
pura Dera Dor district 
Gurdaspur (Punjab) 
and Harpreet Singh S/o 
Bachan Singh R/o vil-
lage Ahmedabad tehsil 
Dhaliwal district Gurdas-
pur (Punjab).

On the disclosure of 
said accused persons, sto-
len items were recovered 
from their possession. 
Further investigation of 
the case is going on.

Thieves in police custody at Samba.

Workers’ Unions To Hold Strike In February Against New Labour Codes, SHANTI Bill And G RAM G
EARLY TIMES REPORT

NEW DELHI, Dec 23: A joint 
platform of central trade unions 
have decided to hold a nation-
wide strike in February against 
the government’s move to change 
legislations related to workers, 
the nuclear energy sector, and ru-
ral jobs. The trade unions are op-
posing the four new labour codes 
notified by the government in 

November and the Sustainable 
Harnessing and Advancement of 
Nuclear Energy for Transform-
ing India (SHANTI) Bill, passed 
by the Parliament during the 
Winter Session, which was con-
cluded on December 19.

Also, the unions are against 
the passage of the Viksit Bharat-
Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajee-
vika Mission (Gramin) (VB-G 
RAM G) Bill, 2025, which replac-

es the Mahatma Gandhi Nation-
al Rural Employment Guarantee 
Act (MNREGA), 2005 and seeks 
to provide rural workers with 
an employment guarantee of 125 
days per financial year.

Members of the farmers’ body 
Samyukta Kisan Morcha (SKM) 
and NCCOEEE (National Coordi-
nation Committee of Electricity 
Employees and Engineers) have 
extended their support to the gen-

eral strike.
“Joint Platform of Central 

Trade Unions (CTUs) and Sec-
toral Federations/ Associations 
resolve to call a general strike 
on 12th February 2026 against 
the Labour Codes and the multi-
pronged attack by the central 
government on the people’s 
rights and entitlements,” the fo-
rum of 10 workers’ unions said in 
a statement on Tuesday.
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Arunachal Police arrest 2 more 
from Kupwara; 5 Kashmiri men 
held for Pak-linked spying
espionage activities. Shortly thereafter, another sus-
pect, Shabir Ahmed Khan, also from Kupwara, was ar-
rested from Itanagar, tightening the noose around the 
suspected spy ring. 

Nazir Ahmad Malik was initially detained from Gan-
ga village, and based on crucial disclosures made dur-
ing his interrogation, police arrested Sabir Ahmed 
Mir from Abotani Colony in the Itanagar Capital Re-
gion on the same day, officials said. 

According to investigators, the five arrested individ-
uals were allegedly part of a covert spy network that 
had penetrated Arunachal Pradesh under the guise of 
petty trade. “Based on intelligence inputs, it is clear 
that a spying network was operating in the state, and 
these five individuals were active members of that net-
work,” the official said. 

Police revealed that most of the accused posed as 
blanket vendors, travelling extensively across towns 
and remote areas of Arunachal Pradesh. Under this 
cover, they allegedly gathered information related to 
infrastructure, movement patterns, and local vulner-
abilities, which was then passed on to Pakistani oper-
atives. 

The operation to bust the espionage module was led 
by Itanagar Superintendent of Police Jummar Basar, 
with close coordination from central intelligence agen-
cies. Senior police and intelligence officials are now 
jointly interrogating the accused to uncover the full ex-
tent of the network, including possible local facilitators 
and cross-border links. 

“Further arrests cannot be ruled out as the investi-
gation progresses,” the official said, adding that digital 
devices and communication channels used by the ac-
cused are being forensically examined. 

In the wake of the arrests, Arunachal Pradesh Police 
issued a strong advisory to the public, urging citizens 
to carry out proper police verification before allowing 
anyone to stay in their homes on rent or any other ar-
rangement. 

“People should not allow unknown individuals to 
stay in their houses without thorough verification, as 
such negligence can pose serious security risks,” the 
police cautioned. 

Meanwhile, police clarified that another individual 
earlier detained from Miao in Changlang district was 
released after investigations found no evidence linking 
him to the espionage activities. 

The arrests have sent shockwaves across the region, 
underscoring growing concerns over foreign-spon-
sored espionage and the exploitation of civilian cover 
to undermine India’s internal security.

From Washington to Budgam: 
NIA court attaches US-based 
separatist Fai’s property
which investigating agencies say is backed by Paki-
stan’s Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) and has been 
used to propagate Pakistan’s narrative on Kashmir at 
international platforms. He migrated to the US in the 
early 1980s for higher studies and became a US citizen 
in 1990. 

Police records indicate that the case against him 
pertains to offences related to membership of an un-
lawful association, involvement in unlawful activi-
ties, and providing support to a terrorist organisation. 
The 77-year-old separatist also serves as the Secretary 
General of the World Kashmir Awareness Forum and 
Chairman of the World Forum for Peace & Justice. 

Meanwhile, on November 10, Budgam Police carried 
out multiple search operations at locations linked to Dr 
Fai’s associates as part of a broader crackdown aimed 
at dismantling separatist networks and Pakistan-
backed terror ecosystems in the region. Officials said 
the action was intended to disrupt the financial, logis-
tical, and ideological support extended by the accused 
to anti-national activities in Jammu and Kashmir. 

Ahead of New Year, 
surveillance stepped up along 
Mata Vaishno Devi route 
the arrangements to ensure a safe and smooth pilgrim-
age for the devotees, officials said.

During the meeting, the CEO directed the concerned 
authorities to further strengthen the Yatra manage-
ment and security measures, particularly along the 
route and at the shrine, they said.

According to officials, emphasis was laid on strict 
regulation of the yatra through RFID-based access 
control, ensuring that only pilgrims possessing valid 
RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) cards are per-
mitted to proceed.

Vaishya also directed the deployment of additional 
handheld RFID scanners and adequate manpower at 
key checkpoints to avoid any lapses, they added.

The meeting was informed that a joint round-the-
clock monitoring is being undertaken, with special fo-
cus on high-footfall and congested locations, to ensure 
real-time surveillance, prompt response and enhanced 
situational awareness.

The representative of the fire and emergency ser-
vices was tasked with deploying fire tenders at stra-
tegic points along the track and conducting a compre-
hensive fire safety audit of the shrine area to further 
strengthen safety mechanisms, officials said.

The CEO underscored the importance of strict ad-
herence to prescribed standard operating procedures 
(SOPs) and reiterated the need for meticulous compli-
ance across all aspects of disaster preparedness.

He also emphasised converting the existing sound 
system installed along the track into a fully function-
al public address system to facilitate timely dissemina-
tion of important announcements.

Additionally, the concerned agencies were directed 
to ensure proper verification of individuals employed 
in private establishments and service operators on the 
route, in order to safeguard the sanctity of the shrine 
area and the safety of pilgrims, officials said.

They said special emphasis was laid on addressing 
traffic bottlenecks caused by unauthorised parking, 
particularly in the Banganga area and the Tarakote 
Marg.

The need for strict regulation and coordinated en-
forcement was highlighted to ensure smooth vehicular 
movement, the officials said.

Security agencies briefed the meeting on the multi-
tier security grid in place, comprising personnel from 
the Police, CRPF and shrine board security, supported 
by QRTs for swift action.

The deployment of advanced surveillance tools for re-
al-time threat assessment was also highlighted, the of-
ficials said. 

Joint security exercise 
held in Srinagar to counter 
potential threats
the spokesman said. 

Similar security drills have been conducted on some 
areas of Anantnag district.

Police had carried out anti-sabotage operations in 
Maharaja Bazaar and Amira Kadal areas in the vicin-
ity of Bakshi Stadium, which is the main venue for Re-
public Day and Independence Day celebrations in the 
valley.

‘Jan Bhagidari’ 
cornerstone of people-centric 
security: Prez Murmu
misinformation is a very challenging task. This task 
must be carried out continuously and very effectively. 
There is a need to create a community of active social 
media users who consistently present fact-based narra-
tives in the national interest,” Murmu said. 

She said there are numerous examples of alert citi-
zens helping professional forces with their inputs in 
averting security crises. 

“People need not be passive observers of what hap-
pens around them. They should become alert and ac-
tive partners in the security of their own surroundings 
and also of regions beyond it. ‘Jan Bhagidari’ is the cor-
nerstone of people-centric security,” she said. 

Murmu said that due to legacy-burden carried over 
from the pre-Independence period, some people may 
feel a sense of distance with respect to government ser-
vants in general and police forces in particular. 

“In developed societies and countries, people gener-
ally look at police personnel as a friendly person who 
can be trusted for help. Our civil police and internal se-
curity agencies have to work with the spirit of serving 
the people,” she said. 

The president was addressing the IB centenary en-
dowment lecture on the subject ‘People-Centric Na-
tional Security: Community Participation in Building 
Viksit Bharat’. 

The event was attended by Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah, Minister of State for Home Affairs Bandi 
Sanjay Kumar, Union Home Secretary Govind Mohan 
and IB chief Tapan Kumar Deka, among others. 

Noting that the country has launched an effective 
campaign against the drug menace through public 
participation, Murmu said similar efforts should be 

made to tackle the problem of radicalism. 
She said that the most complex challenges to national 

security are non-traditional and digital in nature. 
“Most of these problems originate from cutting-edge 

technologies. In this context, there is a need to devel-
op technologically competent communities. The grow-
ing problem of digital fraud requires vigilance at the 
household, institutional, and community levels,” Mur-
mu said. 

She said digital platforms can empower citizens to re-
port phishing, digital fraud, and online abuse. 

“They can provide real-time data to relevant agen-
cies. By analyzing such real-time data, predictive polic-
ing models can be developed. Vigilant and competent 
communities of citizens will not only be less suscepti-
ble to cybercrimes but will also act as a firewall against 
such crimes,” the President said. 

Murmu said that by placing citizen welfare and pub-
lic participation at the heart of our strategy, we can em-
power our citizens to become effective sources of intel-
ligence and security. 

“This transformation, driven by public participa-
tion, will help address the complex, multifaceted se-
curity challenges of the 21st century,” she said, adding 
that through public participation, “we will all move 
rapidly towards building a vigilant, peaceful, secure 
and prosperous India”. 

She said that tensions in the border areas, terrorism 
and militancy, insurgency and communal radicaliza-
tion have been traditional areas of security concern. 

Murmu said the country’s internal security scenario 
is also affected by international developments. 

“The world is witnessing geo-political tensions, eco-
nomic volatility and trade disruptions. These phenom-
ena also have implications for internal security. Many 
of our security threats are unique to our national con-
text. In such situations, our solutions must be tailored 
to address our specific concerns. Community engage-
ment holds the key to resolving such situations,” she 
said. 

The president said that adverse effects of climate 
change on limited natural resources increase the po-
tential for conflict among people. 

“This is also a cause for security concern. Therefore, 
there is a need to promote public participation in envi-
ronmental protection,” she said. 

Murmu also congratulated the security agencies for 
their determination to eradicate left-wing-extremism 
by March 31, 2026. 

“Earlier, left-wing-extremism was acknowledged as 
the ‘biggest internal security challenge’. Left-wing-ex-
tremism is now close to total eradication. In 2014, as 
many as 126 districts were Naxal-affected. Now only 
eleven districts remain affected. Today, only three 
districts remain in the category of most-affected dis-
tricts,” she said. 

Murmu said she was confident that through public 
participation, “we all will move forward” rapidly to-
wards building a vigilant, peaceful, safe and a prosper-
ous India. 

Northern Railway introduces 
‘scratch rake’ to curb fog delays
compensate for delays in their departure and arrival, 
the official said.  He said the step would ensure that pas-
sengers reach their destinations on time.

The scratch rake or additional rake is a solution for 
trains that are delayed by seven hours or indefinite-
ly, the official said, adding that by using these scratch 
rakes, the punctuality of delayed trains can be main-
tained.

Regarding the initiatives taken to improve passen-
ger amenities in the Jammu division, Senior Division-
al Commercial Manager, Uchit Singhal said the main 
objective of introducing scratch rake is to ensure com-
fortable and timely travel to passengers during the fog-
gy weather in winter.  “Trains often get delayed due to 
fog. The operation of these scratch rakes or addition-
al rakes will be beneficial for passengers and will also 
help in the timely operation of trains.

“Such additional measures will also help in meet-
ing the increasing demand of passengers in the future. 
This successful operation is a testament to the efficient 
management of the railways and its understanding of 
passenger needs,” Singhal said.

Health Department refers 480 
Medical Officer Posts to JKPSC
The requisition form for filling up the posts has been 
forwarded to JKPSC for initiating the recruitment pro-
cess.

The breakup of the 480 Medical Officer posts in-
cludes 192 posts under Open Merit, 38 under Scheduled 
Caste, 48 each under Scheduled Tribe One, Scheduled 
Tribe Two and Backward Area categories, 39 posts un-
der Other Backward Classes, 48 under Economically 
Weaker Sections, and 19 posts under ALC IB category.

The department has also requested the Public Ser-
vices Commission to incorporate specific conditions in 
the forthcoming advertisement to avoid any future le-
gal complications. As per the conditions, selected can-
didates will not be permitted to continue postgraduate 
courses or tenure positions such as Senior Residency, 
Registrarship, or Demonstratorship after selection. 
However, candidates will be given a one-time option to 
either accept the Medical Officer appointment or con-
tinue with their ongoing postgraduate or tenure en-
gagement. 

Further, the letter states that upon appointment, se-
lected Medical Officers will be required to serve man-
datorily in peripheral and far-flung areas of the Union 
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir in the interest of eq-
uitable healthcare delivery.

The communication has been issued by the Health 
and Medical Education Department to the Secretary of 
the Jammu and Kashmir Public Services Commission, 
requesting acknowledgment and necessary action. 

Winter vacations announced for 
colleges
across the Union Territory.

As per an order issued by the Higher Education De-
partment, Government Degree Colleges falling under 
the Winter Zone in both Kashmir Division and Jammu 
Division will observe winter vacations from December 
24, 2025, to February 14, 2026.

Meanwhile, Government Degree Colleges of the Jam-
mu Division falling under the Summer Zone will re-
main closed for winter vacations from January 1, 2026, 
to February 10, 2026.

The order has been issued in the interest of admin-
istration and will be applicable to all Government De-
gree Colleges in the respective zones. The directions 
have been issued with the approval of the competent 
authority.

Police seek vigilance clearance 
for promotion of inspectors 
as Deputy Superintendents of Police under the promo-
tion quota and has sought vigilance clearance for a total 
of 95 Inspectors.

In an official communication issued from Police 
Headquarters Jammu, the Inspector General of Police, 
Kashmir Zone and Inspector General of Police, Jammu 
Zone have been asked to furnish vigilance clearance 
or non-involvement certificates for the concerned offi-
cers. 

Kashmir parts get fresh 
snowfall 
North Kashmir’s ski resort of Gulmarg was among the 
places in the higher reaches that received intermittent 
snowfall through the night. It continued till the morn-
ing, they said.

Shopian district, Mughal Road and Gurez in Bandip-
ora also received snowfall. The plains of the valley re-
ceived intermittent rain.

The minimum temperature in Srinagar on Monday 
night was recorded at 2.7 degrees Celsius, down from 4 
degrees Celsius the night before and 5.1 notches above 
the season’s normal, according to the officials.

Other places in the valley also registered above-nor-
mal minimum temperatures ranging from 3.8 to 5.6 de-
grees Celsius.

The tourist resorts of Gulmarg and Pahalgam, in 
south Kashmir, recorded sub-zero temperatures, with 
the mercury settling at minus 2.2 degrees Celsius and 
minus 0.2 degrees Celsius. 

In south Kashmir, Qazigund recorded a low of 3.2 de-
grees Celsius and Kokernag 2.8 degrees Celsius.

Kupwara in north Kashmir recorded a minimum 
temperature of 2.4 degrees Celsius.

The Meteorological Department has forecast gener-
ally cloudy weather with the possibility of rain at iso-
lated places. The weather is likely to remain dry over 
the next few days, it said. 

Fog delays over 270 flights
Over 270 flights have been delayed and the average de-
lay time for departures is 29 minutes, as per informa-
tion available on flight tracking website Flightradar24.
com.

“Visibility at the airport is improving, however, 
flight departures for certain destinations may experi-
ence daly,” Delhi airport operator DIAL said in a post 
on X. 

The Indira Gandhi International Airport (IGIA) in 
the national capital handles around 1,300 flight move-
ments daily. 

DC Reasi inaugurates first SMILE Shelter Home at Katra
Early Times Report

REASI, Dec 23: In a signifi-
cant step towards social re-
habilitation and inclusive 
development, the Deputy Com-
missioner Reasi Nidhi Malik 
today inaugurated the SMILE 
Shelter Home under the 
SMILE Beggary Scheme, here 
at Didi Bhangal- Katra.

The initiative aims at com-
prehensive rehabilitation of 
persons engaged in begging 
and marks the first such Shel-
ter Home in the Jammu Divi-
sion and the second in Union 
Territory of Jammu & Kash-
mir after Srinagar.

The Shelter Home has been 
established under the SMILE 
(Support for Marginalized In-
dividuals for Livelihood and 
Enterprise) Beggary Scheme 
of the Ministry of Social Jus-
tice & Empowerment, Govern-
ment of India. The scheme is 
being implemented by the So-
cial Welfare Department in 
collaboration with Prayas Ju-
venile Aid Centre Society.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
said that the inauguration 
marks the formal beginning 
of a focused and structured 
effort to address the issue of 
beggary in Katra and across 

the district. She noted that 
while surveys and prepara-
tory work had been conduct-

ed earlier, the opening of the 
Shelter Home signals a new 
phase of coordinated action on 

the ground. Emphasizing the 
importance of sustained im-
plementation, she stated that 

meaningful change would be 
achieved through the dedi-
cated efforts of field staff and 
volunteers, supported by ac-
tive monitoring from the dis-
trict administration. She also 
appreciated the role of Prayas 
Juvenile Aid Centre Society in 
making the Shelter Home op-
erational.

The Deputy Commissioner 
inspected the Shelter Home 
facilities, including residen-
tial rooms and common ar-
eas and expressed satisfac-
tion with the arrangements 
made for the beneficiaries. 
She also reviewed the ongoing 
skill development activities 

being conducted at the cen-
tre. Representatives of Prayas 
Sansthan informed that the 
inmates are being imparted 
training in tailoring, cutting, 
and LED bulb manufacturing, 
aimed at equipping them with 
practical skills for self-em-
ployment and ensuring a dig-
nified livelihood.

Among those present on 
the occasion were DDC Mem-
ber Jagjeevan Lal; Amod K. 
Kanth, IPS (Retd.)-Founder & 
Mentor, Prayas Juvenile Aid 
Centre Society, Chief Educa-
tion Officer, District Social 
Welfare Officer and other dis-
trict officers.

DC Nidhi Malik during inagural function of SMILE Shelter Home at Katra.
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Shrine Board reviews yatra 
preparedness ahead of New Year
EARLY TIMES REPORT

KATRA, Dec 23: In view 
of the anticipated heavy 
influx of pilgrims during 
the New Year–2026, the 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
Shrine Board (SMVDSB) 
today reviewed compre-
hensive arrangements to 
ensure a safe, smooth and 
hassle-free pilgrimage for 
devotees.

The review meeting, 
convened as per the di-
rections of the Hon’ble 
Chairman, SMVDSB (Lt. 
Governor, JK-UT), was 
presided over by Shri Sa-
chin Kumar Vaishya, 
Chief Executive Officer, 
SMVDSB. The meeting 
was attended by senior of-
ficers of the Shrine Board, 
District Administration, 
representatives of securi-
ty agencies and other key 
stakeholders.

During the meeting, 
the Chief Executive Of-
ficer (CEO) directed the 
concerned authorities to 
further strengthen Yatra 
management and securi-
ty measures, particular-
ly along the track and at 
the Bhawan. Emphasis 
was laid on strict regula-
tion of the Yatra through 
RFID-based access con-
trol, ensuring that only 
pilgrims possessing val-
id RFID cards are per-

mitted to proceed. He 
also instructed for the 
deployment of addition-
al handheld RFID scan-
ners and adequate man-
power at key checkpoints 
to avoid any lapses.

The CEO was informed 
that a comprehensive 
training programme has 
been conducted at the In-
tegrated Command and 
Control Centre (ICCC), 
SGC Katra. According-
ly, joint round-the-clock 
monitoring is being un-
dertaken, with special fo-
cus on high-footfall and 
congested locations, to 
ensure real-time surveil-
lance, prompt response 
and enhanced situational 
awareness.

The representative of 
the Fire and Emergency 
Services was tasked with 
deploying firefighting ve-

hicles at strategic points 
along the track and con-
ducting a comprehensive 
fire safety audit of the 
Shrine area to further 
strengthen existing safe-
ty mechanisms. The CEO 
underscored the impor-
tance of strict adherence 
to prescribed Standard 
Operating Procedures 
(SOPs) and reiterated the 
need for meticulous com-
pliance across all aspects 
of disaster preparedness.

The CEO also empha-
sized converting the ex-
isting Bose sound system 
installed along the track 
into a fully functional 
Public Address System to 
facilitate timely dissem-
ination of important an-
nouncements. Additional-
ly, the concerned agencies 
were directed to ensure 
proper verification of in-

dividuals employed in pri-
vate establishments and 
service operators on the 
track, in order to safe-
guard the sanctity of the 
Shrine area and the safe-
ty of pilgrims.

Special emphasis was 
laid on addressing traffic 
bottlenecks caused by un-
authorized parking, par-
ticularly in the Bangan-
ga area and the Tarakote 
Marg. The need for strict 
regulation and coordinat-
ed enforcement was high-
lighted to ensure smooth 
vehicular movement.

Security agencies 
briefed the meeting on the 
multi-tier security grid in 
place, comprising person-
nel from the Police, CRPF 
and Shrine Board securi-
ty, supported by Quick Re-
sponse Teams (QRTs) for 
swift action. The deploy-

ment of advanced surveil-
lance tools for real-time 
threat assessment was 
also highlighted.

The meeting concluded 
with clear directions to 
all concerned to ensure 
seamless coordination, 
heightened vigilance and 
a safe, secure and spiri-
tually enriching pilgrim-
age experience for all dev-
otees visiting the Holy 
Shrine during the New 
Year period.

The meeting was at-
tended by the Addl.CEO, 
SMVDSB; SSP, Reasi; Jt. 
CEO, SMVDSB; SDM, Ka-
tra and Bhawan; SP, Ka-
tra; Commandant, CRPF; 
Asstt. CEOs, SMVDSB; 
SDPOs, Katra and Bha-
wan; ACF, SMVDSB; and 
representatives of the Fire 
and Emergency Services 
and other allied agencies.

CEO Sachin Kumar Vaishya chairing a meeting at Katra.

Suresh inaugurates development works 
worth Rs 10 lakh in block Maira Mandrian
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: Senior 
BJP leader and District 
Development Council 
(DDC) Member Pandit 
Suresh Sharma today 
inaugurated various de-
velopment works worth 
₹10 lakh in Block Maira 

Mandrian, undertaken 
from his District Devel-
opment Council fund.

The development 
works include the con-
struction of a lane in 
Panchayat Barui and 
the construction of a 
waiting shed at Baba 
Kali Veer Devsthan 
along with lane con-
struction in Maira Man-
drian.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Suresh Sharma 
stated that over the past 
five years, development 
works in Block Chow-

ki Choura and Maira 
Mandrian have been ex-
ecuted by keeping pub-
lic demands and lo-
cal requirements at the 
forefront. He further 
said that under the vi-
sionary leadership of 
Hon’ble Prime Minis-
ter Shri Narendra Modi, 

Jammu and Kashmir is 
witnessing all-round de-
velopment, ushering in 
a new era of progress.

He emphasized 
that several welfare 
schemes aimed at the 
upliftment of the poor 
are being implemented 
to ensure that no area 
remains deprived of ba-
sic amenities. “It has 
been our consistent ef-
fort to ensure inclusive 
development, and this 
pace of work will con-
tinue in the future as 
well,” he assured.

The local residents 
expressed their grat-
itude to Suresh Shar-
ma for initiating these 
development works. 
He, in turn, assured 
the people that similar 
projects will continue 
to be sanctioned in the 
coming days.

On the occasion, BJP 
leader Dr. Ramlal Shar-
ma, Sarpanch Milkhi 
Ram, Rashpal Shar-
ma, Suraj Prakash, 
Subedar Satyapal, Ak-
shay Magotra, Hansraj, 
Praveen Kumar, Sub-
hash Malhotra, Diwan 
Chand, Subedar Ra-
mesh Chandra, Jameet 
Raj,Sunil Shastri, Ti-
taru Ram, Ravi Kumar, 
Sanjay Kumar, Jyoti 
Prakash concerned de-
partment officials, and 
other prominent citi-
zens were present.

DDC Suresh Sharma inaugurating development works in Maira Mandrian.

FFMA celebrates 136th birth anniversary 
of Justice Mehar Chand Mahajan
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: Freedom 
Fighters Memorial As-
sociation (FFMA) today 
celebrated the 136th Birth 
Anniversary of Justice Me-
har Chand Mahajan, first 
Prime Minister of Jammu 
and Kashmir State and 
third Chief Justice of India.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Rajiv Mahajan, 
Chairman of Freedom 
Fighters Memorial Asso-
ciation (FFMA) , empha-
sized the people to follow 
the path shown by Jus-
tice Mehar Chand Maha-
jan for the betterment of 
the society. He said life 
and death is part and 
parcel of human birth 
and in this cycle of birth 
and death the great souls 
which come to existence, 
we should look up to them 
and our ideals in order to 
make some contribution 
towards the society and 
our country, for the better 
future of this world. He 
further said that it was 
Mehar Chand Mahajan's 
genius to become Prime 
Minister of Jammu and 
Kashmir in 1947 during 
the reign of erstwhile Ma-
haraja Hari Singh.

Paying rich tributes to 
Justice Mehar Chand Ma-
hajan on his 136th Birth 
Day Anniversary, Chief 
Patron Ved Gandotra of 

Freedom Fighters Memo-
rial Association (FFMA)  
said that contribution 
of Justice Mehar Chand 
Mahajan in uniting Jam-
mu, Kashmir and Ladakh 
and his philanthropic ser-
vice to the society would 
always remain alive. He 
said Justice Mehar Chand 
Mahajan played a crucial 
role in advising Mahara-
ja for taking decision re-
garding accession of J&K 
State with India and ap-
pealed to follow the path 
shown by him. He called 
upon the people to adopt 
the pathway shown by the 
great personality who al-
ways lived truthful life, 
worked hard and lent 
helping hand to the poor, 
needy and strengthened 
values of brotherhood for 
the upliftment of the soci-
ety.

He recalled the contri-
bution and services of 
Justice Mehar Chand Ma-
hajan and referred to him 
as a visionary and Kara-
myogi. Rajiv said that 
such functions are a good 
gesture for the better-
ment of the society. "Jus-
tice Mahajan was an ac-
tive member of various 
social organizations," he 
said and appealed to Ma-
hajan Biradari mem-
bers to follow on the path 
shown by Justice Mehar 
Chand Mahajan.

MLA Dr Rajeev Bhagat launches development 
works worth Rs 49 Lakh in Bishnah
EARLY TIMES REPORT

BISHNAH, Dec 23: Ac-
celerating the pace of 
infrastructure develop-
ment in the Bishnah As-
sembly Constituency, 
Member of the Legisla-
tive Assembly Dr. Ra-
jeev Kumar Bhagat to-
day kick-started a series 
of vital development 
works valued at approx-
imately ₹49 lakh. These 
projects, executed by the 
Public Works Depart-
ment, focus on enhanc-
ing road connectivity 
and improving drainage 
systems across various 
sectors of the constitu-
ency.

The development 
drive commenced with 
the macadamization of 
the link road extend-
ing from the main road 
at Taraf Brahmana to 
Krail Manhasan. 

The technical break-
down of this road proj-
ect includes Wet Mix 
Macadam 500 meters 50 
mm thick Bituminous 
Macadam 550 meters 
and 25 mm thick SDBC 
(Semi-Dense Bitumi-
nous Concrete): 950 me-
ters.

Additionally, Dr. Bha-
gat inaugurated the con-

struction of a crucial 
drain from the residence 
of Kamal Kishore (near 
RK Traders) to Dhhin-
day Morh at village Chak 
Avtara on the Bishnah-
Kunjwani road.

To further boost inter-
nal connectivity, the con-
struction of a link road 
from the residence of 
Gurmeet Singh to Lakh-
bir Singh in Ward No. 7, 
Baba Fareed Nagar, Se-
hora, was also officially 
started.

During the inaugura-
tion, Dr. Bhagat was ac-
companied by Shri Rafiq 
Ahmad, Assistant Exec-
utive Engineer, PWD Sub 
Division Bishnah, along 

with his technical team.
 The MLA emphasized 

the importance of main-
taining high-quality 
standards and directed 
the executing agency to 
ensure the timely com-
pletion of these projects 
to avoid public inconve-
nience. 

“Infrastructure is the 
backbone of a prosper-
ous constituency. My pri-
ority is to ensure that ev-
ery corner of Bishnah 
has modern facilities and 
well-maintained roads,” 
Dr. Bhagat stated while 
addressing a gathering 
of locals.

The event witnessed 
enthusiastic participa-

tion from local leaders 
and residents. Promi-
nent among those pres-
ent included Abhishek 
Jamwal (Mandal Pard-
han Bishnah Rural), 
Arjun Singh (Gener-
al Secretary), Ramesh 
Kummar (Vice Presi-
dent), Vijay Singh (for-
mer Sarpanch), and 
Bodh Raj (former Panch), 
along with Ashwani Ku-
mar, Gopal Singh, Kul-
deep Singh, Paramjeet 
Kour, Sarabjeet Singh, 
Manmeet Singh, Ravi 
Kumar, Simmy, Mohan 
Lal, Mandeep Singh, 
Lakhvir Singh, Karan-
jit Singh and other local 
dignitaries.

MLA Dr Rajeev Bhagat inaugurating development works in Bishnah.

IIT Jammu Scholar Secures Second 
Place at IEEE MAPCON 2025
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: Ms. 
Dharishti Thappa, an 
M.Tech scholar from the 
Department of Electri-
cal Engineering, Indian 
Institute of Technology 
(IIT) Jammu, has brought 
laurels to the Institute by 
securing Second Place 
in the prestigious Three 
Minute Thesis (3MT) 
Competition at the IEEE 
Microwaves, Antennas 
and Propagation Confer-
ence (MAPCON) 2025. 

The conference was held 
at the Lulu Internation-
al Convention Center, 
Grand Hyatt, Bolgatty, 
Kochi, Kerala.

Her award-winning 
presentation, titled 
“Small Sheet, Strong Sig-
nal,” impressed the judg-
es and audience with its 
clarity, innovation, and 
effective communica-
tion of complex research 
within the three-minute 
format.

The Three Minute The-

sis (3MT) competition is a 
globally recognized aca-
demic platform original-
ly developed by the Uni-
versity of Queensland, 
Australia, which chal-
lenges research schol-
ars to present their work 
concisely and engaging-
ly to a non-specialist au-
dience.

The award ceremony 
was graced by eminent 
dignitaries and global 
experts, including rep-
resentatives from DRDO, 
ISRO, and leading uni-

versities from India and 
abroad.

Ms. Dharishti’s 
achievement highlights 
her academic excellence 
and reflects the strong 
research culture and 
mentorship at IIT Jam-
mu.

This accomplishment 
is a proud moment for IIT 
Jammu and reinforces 
the Institute’s growing 
presence in high-impact 
international research 
platforms.

Dignitaries posing for group photograph.

KVK Poonch organises awareness programme on Viksit Bharat–G RAM G Bill, during Kisan Samman Diwas
EARLY TIMES REPORT

POONCH ,  Dec 2 3: K ri-
shi Vig yan Kendra, 
Poonch working under 
the aegis of Director-
ate of Extension, Sher-
e -Kashmir University of 
Ag ricultural Sciences 
and Technolog y of Jam-
mu (SKUAST-J ) in co -
ordination with Horti-
culture Planning and 
Marketing Department, 
Poonch today organized 
an awareness prog ramme 
on Viksit Bharat– G R A M 

G Bil l ,  2 025 during Kisan 
Samman Diwas at its of-
f ice campus. 

The prog ramme was 
conducted as per the di-
rectives of ICA R-ATA R I 
and as desired by Hon’ble 
Ag riculture Minister 
( H A M ) to create aware -
ness among the farming 
community regarding the 
provisions and objectives 
of the Viksit Bharat–
G R A M G Bil l ,  2 025, on 
2 3rd December 2 025, co -
inciding with Kisan Sam-
man Diwas, celebrated 

on the birth anniversary 
of Late Shri Chaudhary 
Charan Singh Ji, former 
Prime Minister of India. 
Speaking on the occasion 
through live telecast , 
Hon’ble Ag riculture Min-
ister ( H A M ) Sh. Shivraj 
Singh  Chouhan Ji said 
that Viksit Bharat– G 
R A M G Bil l ,  2 025 aims at 
bolstering rural economy 
in the form of enhanced 
statutory employment 
g uarantee from earlier 
10 0 days to 125 days, da -
ta- driven planning by 

Viksit Gram Panchayat 
Plan (VGPP), timely wage 
payment with hardly any 
scope for misappropria-
tion of funds. 

To faci litate adequate 
avai labi lity of ag ricul-
tural labour during peak 
sowing and harvesting 
seasons, the act empow-
ers States to noti fy an ag-
g regated pause period ag-
g regating to sixty days in 
a f inancial year, he elab -
orated. 

The bi l l focuses on the 
four key priority areas 

like water scarcity, ru-
ral infrastructure, l iveli-
hoods and above al l ,  cli-
mate resi lience, he said. 

Prior to the live tele -
cast , Chief Scientist 
& Head Dr. Ajay Gup -
ta through virtual mode 
thanked the farmers and 
extended his earnest 
g ratitude to Assistant 
Planning and Marketing 
Of f icer, Poonch and his 
team  for active partici-
pation and making this 
prog ramme a g rand suc-
cess. During the event, 

Dr. Mushtaq Guroo, KV K 
Poonch gave a detai led 
lecture on importance 
of Kisan Diwas and said 
that farmers are truly 
the backbone of any na-
tion and it becomes our 
col lective responsibi li-
ty to honour and appre -
ciate a l l the responsible 
farmers for their contri-
butions to society. 

During the prog ramme, 
Assistant Planning 
and Marketing Of f icer, 
Poonch, Charan kamal 
Singh  gave a detai led 

talk on the di f ferent 
schemes of government 
pertaining to Horticul-
ture and Planning for the 
better livelihood and eco -
nomic prosperity of farm-
ing community. More 
than 10 0 farmers includ -
ing men and women from 
di f ferent parts of district 
Poonch turned up at KV K 
premises for participa-
tion in this prog ramme. 

The prog ramme ended 
with vote of thanks pro -
posed by Dr. Ramandeep 
Kour.  
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Prez Murmu’s 
Message
While addressing an event organised 

by the Intelligence Bureau (IB) in 
New Delhi President Droupadi 

Murmu called on the citizens to become ac-
tive observers of what’s happening around 
them and termed “jan bhagidari” as the cor-
nerstone of people-centric security. 

During the past few years, citizens have 
been actively participating in the govern-
ment activities that touch their skin and are 
meant for them. They no longer shy away 
from approaching the officials to get their is-
sues settled and   grievances redressed. 

There are numerous examples of alert cit-
izens helping professional forces with their 
inputs in averting security crisis. 

People have become alert and active part-
ners in the security of their own surround-
ings and also of regions beyond it. ‘Jan 
Bhagidari’ has become the cornerstone of 
people-centric security. 

From identifying unusual movements to 
alerting authorities about threats in public 
spaces, citizen inputs have often served as 
the first line of defence. Such cooperation 
has proved invaluable in an era where secu-
rity challenges are complex, decentralised 
and fast-evolving. 

President Murmu during her address re-
called that due to legacy-burden carried over 
from the pre-Independence period, people for 
a long time felt a sense of distance with re-
spect to government servants in general and 
police forces in particular. 

She urged the people to look towards the 
developed societies and countries where peo-
ple generally look at police personnel as a 
friendly person who can be trusted for help. 

President Murmu asked the civil admin-
istration, police and internal security agen-
cies to work with the spirit of serving the 
people. 

Her remarks underline an important truth 
of modern governance: security is no longer 
the exclusive domain of uniformed forces, 
but a shared responsibility between the state 
and its citizens. 

Equally important was her message to 
the civil administration, police and inter-
nal security agencies to work with the spir-
it of serving the people. Security institutions 
must see citizens not as passive subjects, but 
as partners deserving respect and empathy. 
Friendly policing, community outreach, and 
responsive governance can go a long way in 
building confidence and narrowing the trust 
deficit. 

In essence, jan bhagidari is not a slogan but 
a philosophy that strengthens democracy 
and security alike. When citizens are alert, 
empowered and engaged, and when institu-
tions respond with sensitivity and service-
oriented zeal, the foundation of people-cen-
tric security becomes unshakable. President 
Murmu’s call is thus both a reminder and a 
roadmap—for a safer nation built on trust, 
participation and shared responsibility. 
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of a Resilient and Ethical Economy
Lalit Gargg

National Consumer Day is 
not merely a date associ-
ated with consumers; it is a 

reminder of a fundamental truth—
that the consumer lies at the very 
heart of a nation’s economy, social 
balance, and moral health. A con-
sumer is the individual who spends 
the earnings of hard work in the 
marketplace with trust, necessity, 
and hope. Yet today, this very con-
sumer is the most deceived, misled, 
and insecure. Fraud, dishonesty, 
adulteration, and substandard 
products have shaken the foun-
dations of consumer rights. This 
situation is no longer confined to 
economic exploitation alone; it is 
inflicting deep and lasting damage 
on the mental, physical, and health-
related lives of consumers. There-
fore, while observing Consumer 
Day, it is essential not only to shape 
an ethical and healthy market but 
also to ensure the effective protec-
tion of consumer interests.

Today’s marketplace has become 
far more complex, fast-paced, and 
aggressive than before. Consumers 
are confronted with an abundance 
of choices, yet they suffer from a 
lack of information and transpar-
ency. Flashy advertisements, at-
tractive packaging, and mislead-
ing claims push consumers to 
decision points where they often 
fail to recognize real quality and 
safety. As a result, they are com-
pelled to consume goods and ser-
vices that harm their health, men-
tal peace, and financial stability. 
Adulterated food, counterfeit med-
icines, inferior construction ma-
terials, and ever-evolving forms of 
digital fraud clearly demonstrate 
that violations of consumer rights 
are no longer exceptions but are 
fast becoming common practice.

It is deeply ironic that at a time 
when India is progressing toward 
becoming the world’s third-larg-
est economy, the Indian consum-
er continues to struggle for quali-
ty and safety. The true meaning of 
economic growth is not merely an 
increase in gross domestic prod-
uct; it also lies in how honestly and 
safely the benefits of development 
reach the common citizen. If con-
sumers are denied safe, high-qual-
ity products that meet internation-
al standards, such development 
remains incomplete and hollow. Vi-
olations of consumer rights do not 
only strike at the pocket; they also 
weaken a nation’s confidence and 
moral strength.

When consumers are repeatedly 
deceived, distrust toward both the 

market and the system takes root. 
This distrust gradually trans-
forms into mental stress, anxiety, 
and a sense of insecurity. Illness-
es caused by adulterated food and 
fake medicines bring not only phys-
ical suffering but also impose a 
long-term financial burden on fam-
ilies and society. In this way, the 
violation of consumer rights does 
not remain limited to an individu-
al; it evolves into a social and na-
tional problem. It would not be an 
exaggeration to say that consum-

er exploitation is an assault on the 
collective conscience of the nation.

Consumer protection laws enact-
ed by the government, standard-
setting institutions, and grievance 
redressal mechanisms are signif-
icant in themselves, but their ef-
fectiveness will be proven only 
when they move beyond paper and 
are visible on the ground. What 
is needed today is stronger gover-
nance, more active monitoring, and 
a more sensitive administrative ap-
proach. Consumer protection can-
not be the responsibility of a single 
department or ministry; it must be 
a priority of the entire governance 
system. Until adulteration, fraud, 
and misleading trade practices in-
vite swift and strict action, discus-
sions on consumer rights will re-
main confined to formal speeches.

If we look at advanced economies 
across the world, it becomes evi-
dent that consumer rights there 
are not merely laws but an integral 
part of culture. Product quality, 
safety standards, transparent in-
formation, and speedy justice are 
mandatory conditions of the mar-
ketplace. India too must move in 
this direction. To survive in glob-
al competition, cheap production 
alone is not enough; high quali-
ty and consumer satisfaction are 
indispensable. Indian consumers 

must feel that they are no less safe 
or respected than consumers any-
where else in the world.

This year’s theme of National 
Consumer Day emphasizes safety, 
quality, and trust—an inherent-
ly thought-provoking triad. Safety 
is not limited to products alone; it 
encompasses the protection of con-
sumers’ lives and health. Quality 
is not just about goods; it reflects 
the quality of the system that deliv-
ers justice and dignity to consum-
ers. Trust is not merely in the mar-

ketplace but also in governance 
and the rule of law. If these three 
elements are not strengthened, the 
message of Consumer Day will re-
main incomplete. This day, advo-
cating consumer interests, pro-
vides an important opportunity to 
reinforce awareness of consumer 
rights, responsibilities, and pro-
tection. It reminds us that consum-
ers are not just buyers; they are the 
soul of the market, its driving force 
and momentum.

In the changing economic land-
scape, ensuring the quality, trans-
parency, and accountability of 
products and services has become 
even more critical. Consumer pro-
tection laws have provided a strong 
foundation, but without effective 
implementation, speedy justice, 
and public awareness, consumer 
empowerment remains incomplete. 
Therefore, National Consumer Day 
should not be viewed as a mere for-
mality but as a sustained public 
movement.

The challenges of digital mar-
keting have emerged as one of the 
greatest tests for consumer inter-
ests today. Misleading advertise-
ments, fake reviews, data priva-
cy violations, hidden conditions, 
and algorithm-based price dis-
crimination on online platforms 
are rendering consumers helpless. 

Alongside the convenience of dig-
ital transactions, the risks of cy-
ber fraud and misinformation have 
also increased. In such a scenario, 
it is imperative to enhance digital 
literacy among consumers, fix the 
accountability of platforms, and 
develop swift grievance redressal 
mechanisms so that technology be-
comes an aid to consumers rather 
than a tool of exploitation.

The “Jago Grahak Jago” (Wake 
Up, Consumer) campaign needs to 
be given a truly revolutionary form 
today. It must move beyond slogans 
and advertisements to include 
practical training, integration 
into school and college curricula, 
local languages, and digital plat-
forms. At the same time, consum-
er-related laws must be made more 
f lexible, simple, and widely acces-
sible so that ordinary consumers 
can seek justice without fear or 
complexity. Fast-track courts, on-
line hearings, and effective mech-
anisms for collective complaints 
will strengthen consumer confi-
dence. Only when laws are sensi-
tive and awareness is widespread 
can consumer empowerment be re-
alized in its true sense.

Today, there is a pressing need to 
make consumer rights a part of na-
tional consciousness. Making con-
sumers aware, informing them of 
their rights and responsibilities, 
and assuring them that the sys-
tem stands with them is a moral re-
sponsibility of governance. At the 
same time, the business commu-
nity must understand that injus-
tice done to consumers for short-
term gains ultimately threatens 
their own long-term survival. A 
healthy economy is one in which 
trust forms the foundation of the 
relationship between consumer 
and producer.

Ultimately, it is clear that the pro-
tection of consumer rights is not 
merely an economic necessity but a 
national obligation. Respect for the 
consumer is respect for the nation, 
and consumer safety is nation-
al security. As India advances to-
ward new heights of development, 
it is essential that this progress 
does not come at the cost of con-
sumers’ health, mental peace, and 
trust. National Consumer Day con-
veys this very message: only an 
empowered consumer can lay the 
foundation of a strong nation. To 
strengthen this foundation, gov-
ernance, society, and the market 
must all fulfill their respective re-
sponsibilities with honesty and in-
tegrity. Only then can we build a 
New India—a strong, empowered, 
and prosperous India.

The journey of accidents on unsafe roads the issue of security on roads in the country
Dr. Vijay Garg 

Now serious concern Has 
become a subject of. 
Whether it is national 

highways, express- they or con-
tact routes, a large number of 
people are falling victim to acci-
dents every day. This apprehen-
sion always remains that it is 
not known when, on which path 
to accident. The question is, why 
is it becoming so risky and dan-
gerous to travel in vehicles or 
on foot on all roads? Whether it 
is a big vehicle or two wheel, no 
one is safe to travel on any? The 
most dangerous pedestrians have 
started persecuting the passen-
gers. The government and admin-
istrative staff are all well aware 
of this reality of the road. Are. 
But even if the measures are still 
effective to prevent Namgar acci-
dents It has happened. The situ-
ation of road safety in India is 
very worrying. According to gov-
ernment data, 4.61 lakh road ac-
cidents were recorded across the 
country in the year 2023, out of 
which more than 1.72 lakh people 
died prematurely. This is when 
only two percent of the road sys-
tem in the country are national 
highways, which is responsible 
for 30-35 per cent deaths. This 
figure shows that national high-

ways play the highest role in all 
types of road accidents across 
the country. The concern is that 
despite all the protective rules, 
laws and awareness campaigns, 
the number of accidents on high-
ways continues to increase in-
stead of decreasing. Among the 
reasons that have increased road 
accidents, poor road engineering 
is also included, including blind 
turns, oblique bends and lack 
of necessary safety signs. Apart 
from this, speed over the limit, 
fatigue and distraction of driv-
ers is also a big reason. Weak en-
forcement is also a cause of acci-
dents on the highway, including 
lack of traffic management and 
not being able to follow rules due 
to limited speed cameras. Along 
with this, ignoring the guidelines 
of the Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways, lack of adequate 
light, fog, careless driving and 
sudden brake failure was also 
causing accidents For road safe-
ty, not only the development of 
mere infrastructure is necessary, 
but according to time, changes in 
security rules and broad public 
awareness are also required 5. 
In the last ten years, the Union 
Ministry of Roads and Transport 
and National Highways Author-
ity have taken all kinds of steps 
to reduce road accidents, but it 

has not reduced the accident. Un-
der these steps, instructions to 
the central states for removing 
encroachment from the road and 
improvement of roads, indicators 
and lanes include measures such 
as accelerating the identification 
and correction work of ‘black 
spots’. The government has de-
cided to make progress full driver 
conscious mechanics i.e. ADAS 
mandatory in all trucks and bus-
es. Similarly, in the new model 
of vehicles till October 2027, au-
tomatic emergency breaker sys-
tem, ‘Diver Drogeness Alert’ and 
‘Lane Departure Warning’ sys-
tems It will be necessary to apply. 
From the year 2028, all old models 
will also have to make these ar-
rangements. However, due to the 
increasing number of vehicles 
on the highways, these steps are 
proving insufficient. It is obvious 
that in the field of road safety, 
there will be more improvement 
to prevent practical accidents 
other than mere policy reforms. 
Until the policy, law and imple-
mentation were equally looked at 
Will go, till then the roads will not 
be able to become completely safe 
and fearless. Maharashtra has 
set an example in the field of road 
safety. Under this, a special high-
way police force has been formed. 
More than two thousand person-

nel are deployed in this force, 
who constantly patrol and moni-
tor the major national and state 
highways of the state. This model 
of Maharashtra can become a na-
zir for other states. If the Central 
Government implements it at 
the national level, the increas-
ing number of road accidents 
has been curbed to some extent. 
. In other states, this responsibil-
ity can be played well by state 
police and traffic police units. | 
Security needs in all since inde-
pendence Can Police or security 
for Forces were formed, but the 
traffic security force could not be 
formed at the central level. The 
question is that when the gov-
ernment is unable to spend the 
amount set in the budget for road 
safety, So Improvement How to 
expect? Road safety experts be-
lieve that the ‘speed management 
guidelines’ should be implement-
ed on national highways as soon 
as possible. If this is not done, all 
the efforts being made in the field 
of road safety will be incomplete. 
Safety should be prioritized in 
view of the rapid road accidents. 
Under this, some special kind of 
steps need to be taken immedi-
ately. First of all, the government 
should form a National Road 
Safety Board as soon as possible. 
Due to which coordination can be 

established between all types of 
policy, technical and institution-
al agencies related to road safety. 
Secondly, the country’s. There 
is a need to prepare A National 
Speed Management Guidelines 
for the country, under which 
speed monitoring camera-based 
enforcement and automatic pun-
ishment system can be improved. 
Thirdly, regular joint review 
system should be implemented 
between the Highway Authority, 
State Transport Department and 
state governments to monitor 
the progress of road safety plans, 
‘black spot’ improvement works 
and enforcement activities. Due 
to this, road safety across the 
country. Better monitoring will 
be done and less increase in acci-
dents Karan. 

Under which the speed mon-
itoring camera-based enforce-
ment and automatic punish-
ment system can be improved. 
Thirdly, regular joint review 
system should be implemented 
between the Highway Authori-
ty, State Transport Department 
and state governments to mon-
itor the progress of road safety 
plans, ‘black spot’ improvement 
works and enforcement activ-
ities. Due to this, road safety 
across the country. Better mon-
itoring will be done and less in-

crease in accidents Will also 
help in doing. Road safety is ac-
tually a matter related to life 
security, family security, social 
security and national security. 
Therefore, the more persever-
ance, seriousness and priori-
ty it is given, the better. The 
most important thing is that Ev-
ery person of the country will 
have to travel. Travel-Security. 
This will require better driv-
ing training, not to drive drunk 
and fully follow traffic rules 
and laws. The racing tendency 
to overtake a vehicle has to be 
abandoned, which not only puts 
his life at risk, but also plays 
the life of another. As much as 
your safety is necessary, the 
other’s security is also. Break-
ing negligence or road rules and 
moving forward is to invite the 
accident. Wearing helmets in two 
-wheelers and wearing seat belts 
in four wheelers and following 
the speed limit can reduce the 
horror of accidents. It is very im-
portant to understand that road 
accidents in the country cannot 
be controlled only by efforts at 
government level. All this can be 
possible only with the collective 
efforts of governance, adminis-
tration and society. 

Dr. Vijay Garg Retired Prin-
cipal Malout Punjab 
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FCR directed DCs to review 328 schemes of  
Rs 528 Cr priority works, revert HQ in 3 days

PGIMER Reinforces the power of clinical photography 
in Health Awareness at 4th Photography Workshop
EARLY TIMES REPORT

CHANDIGARH, Dec 23 : 
“Clinical photography is 
not merely documentation; 
it is a powerful bridge be-
tween medical science and 
society, enabling aware-
ness, education, and empa-
thy,” said Prof. Vivek Lal, 
Director, PGIMER, Chan-
digarh, while addressing 
as Chief Guest* to the par-
ticipants at the 4th Photog-
raphy Workshop organized 
by the Department of Clini-
cal Photography, PGIMER, 
today

Highlighting the grow-
ing relevance of visual 
communication in health-
care, Prof. Lal empha-
sized that clinical pho-
tography and medical 
videography play a critical 
role in patient education, 
public health awareness, 
research dissemination, 
and myth-busting related 
to diseases. He commended 
the department for consis-
tently setting benchmarks 
in medical visual commu-
nication through innova-
tion, creativity, and ethical 

sensitivity.
The workshop focused on 

the theme of Health Aware-
ness and Patient Educa-
tion, underlining how ac-
curate, compassionate, 
and evidence-based visu-
als can significantly en-
hance understanding of 
diseases and counter wide-
spread misconceptions. A 
key highlight was a tech-

nical session conducted 
in collaboration with Can-
on, which showcased ad-
vanced camera technolo-
gies, imaging techniques, 
and the evolving role of ar-
tificial intelligence in med-
ical and clinical imaging.

A specially curated 
Health Awareness Videog-
raphy Masterclass sensi-
tized participants to the re-

sponsibility of healthcare 
visual storytellers in cre-
ating content that is scien-
tifically accurate, cultural-
ly sensitive, and impactful. 
The session reinforced how 
well-crafted visuals can 
empower patients, improve 
compliance, and strength-
en public trust in health-
care systems.

The Department of Clini-

cal Photography, PGIMER, 
under the leadership of 
Prof. Parmjeet Singh, 
Head of the Department, 
has earned national and 
international recognition 
for producing award-win-
ning healthcare aware-
ness films. Notably, films 
created by students of the 
department have received 
nominations and awards 
at prestigious national 
science film festivals, re-
flecting the department’s 
strong academic, techni-
cal, and creative excel-
lence.

The workshop featured 
an expert interaction 
with Dr. Rajeev Kumar, 
National Film Award–
winning director, who 
shared valuable insights 
into visual storytelling 
for healthcare commu-
nication, stressing the 
importance of narrative 
clarity, ethical repre-
sentation, and emotion-
al resonance in medical 
films.

 Sh. Brij Lal, Senior 
Course Coordinator, 
B.Sc. Medical Animation 

and Audio Visual Com-
munication, along with   
Dr Abhijeet Singh, Se-
nior Medical Photogra-
pher , highlighted the 
department’s multidis-
ciplinary approach in 
training students to be-
come skilled profession-
als capable of translating 
complex medical infor-
mation into accessible vi-
sual narratives.

Adding a practical di-
mension to the workshop, 
a photowalk at the Garden 
of Silence, Sukhna Lake, 
has been scheduled, offer-
ing participants hands-on 
exposure to composition, 
light, observation, and 
storytelling in a serene 
natural environment.

The workshop reaf-
firmed PGIMER’s com-
mitment to advancing 
health communication, 
patient awareness, and ev-
idence-based visual edu-
cation, positioning clin-
ical photography as an 
indispensable tool in mod-
ern healthcare delivery 
and public health advoca-
cy.

DBU celebrates RCI approvals 
with Gratitude Ceremony

EARLY TIMES REPORT

MANDI GOBINDGARH, 
Dec 23: The Faculty of 
Education, Desh Bhagat 
University, organised a 
Gratitude Ceremony to 
commemorate a landmark 
academic achievement 
the grant of approvals 
from the Rehabilitation 
Council of India (RCI) for 
prestigious programmes 
including B.Sc. Clini-
cal Psychology (Hons.), 
M.A. Clinical Psychology, 
ISITEP Senior Secondary 
Level ID, and M.Ed. Spe-
cial Education (Hearing 
Impairment).

The ceremony was held 
to express sincere grat-
itude to the visionary 
leadership of Desh Bha-
gat University, whose 
unwavering support 
made this milestone pos-
sible. The event began 
with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony followed by a 
floral welcome and tra-
ditional lamp-lighting 
in the presence of the 
Hon’ble Chancellor Dr. 
Zora Singh, Pro-Chan-
cellor Dr. Tajinder Kaur 

and Vice-Chancellor Dr. 
Harsh Sadawarti. Cul-
tural performances by 
M.A. Clinical Psychol-
ogy students added vi-
brancy to the occasion, 
reflecting creativity and 
holistic well-being.

A key highlight was 
the Sunboard Unveil-
ing Ceremony, officially 
launching the newly ap-
proved programmes. The 
achievement stands as a 
testament to the leader-
ship of Dr. Precious Sheo-
ran.

With these approvals, 
Desh Bhagat University 
proudly becomes the first 
institute in Punjab to re-
ceive RCI approval for 
this comprehensive range 
of programmes.

The celebration conclud-
ed with a cake-cutting 
ceremony and felicitation 
of dignitaries. In their ad-
dresses, the university 
leadership applauded the 
dedicated efforts of the 
Faculty of Education and 
encouraged continued ex-
cellence in service of so-
ciety and mental health 
care.

National Conference on 
“Emerging media, sustainable 
future” concluded
EARLY TIMES REPORT

AMRITSAR, Dec 23:  The 
National Conference on 
“Emerging media and sus-
tainable future” was suc-
cessfully concluded at Guru 
Nanak Dev University. The 
final day witnessed exten-
sive discussions, paper pre-

sentations on media's role 
in sustainability, technol-
ogy innovation and policy 
frameworks. 

The day began with a ple-
nary session on “Media and 
Sustainability”. Prof (Dr) 
Vasudha Sambyal chaired 
this session in which Dr 
Amit Verma, Assistant Pro-
fessor Manipal University 
Jaipur, Dr Simran Sidhu, 
HOD Journalism, Doaba 
College, Jalandhar, Mr Ash-
ni Kumar Manager PR and 
marketing, Pushpa Gujral 
Science City, Kapurthala 
were the invited speakers 
who shared academic and 
practical perspectives on 
sustainability communica-
tion and public engagement.

Another Technical ses-
sion was chaired by Dr. 
Amit Verma, Manipal Uni-
versity. Ms Shahnaz Jolly 
Kaura, Programme Exec-
utive, Doordarshan, Chan-
digarh and Mr. Sat Singh, 

senior journalist,BBC and 
Times of India, Chandi-
garh were invited speakers. 
A Photography Exhibition 
based on pre conference 
competition winners were 
announced in which 
Harshit Vasudeva bagged 
first prize, Manjot Singh 
and Sathi Arora bagged sec-

ond and third position re-
spectively. Certificates were 
provided by Dr Vasudha, Dr 
Palwinder Singh Bhatia, Dr 
Deepika Saraf.

Dr. Priyanka Bassi, Assis-
tant Professor, Department 
of Journalism and Mass 
Communication, BBKDAV 
College for women, Amrit-
sar chaired the technical 
session.

Dr. Aman Jyoti, Amit Ku-
mar, Harleen Duggal, Gur-
meet Kaur, Vaishalli, Juzar 
Singh, Jagdeep Singh, Van-
chaspati Dubey, Dr. Man-
gla Sahni, Jagdip Singh Wa-
lia were few amongst paper 
presenters from various 
universities. The confer-
ence concluded with a Vale-
dictory session summariz-
ing key academic outcomes 
and emphasizing stronger 
collaboration between me-
dia, academia and industry 
by Dr. Sanah Absar. Event 
ended with high tea.

HSM releases Hindi poetry collection ‘Tawi Ki Dhara- 2’
EARLY TIMES REPORT 

JAMMU, Dec 23:  poetry col-
lection of twenty Hindi poets 
of Jammu, titled ‘Tawi Ki 
Dhara’, compiled & edited 
by Dr. Chanchal Dogra and 
Naresh Gulati was released 
by Hindi Sahitya Mandal 
(HSM), Jammu in a book 
release function organized 
by HSM at K L Saigal Au-
ditorium, Writers’ Club, 
Cultural Academy, Jam-
mu, today. Eniment Urdu 
Ghazal writer Pritpal Singh 
Betab, a Retired IAS was the 
chief guest on this occasion 
whereas a veteran writer 
Dr. Ratan Lal Shaant pre-
sided over the programme. 
Sh. Vijay Saraf Meenaghe, a 
renowned painter and Hindi 
poet shared the dais. 

A large number of intellec-
tuals, writers and artists at-
tended the programme.  

The programme started 
with the introduction and 
invitation of the dignitaries 
on the dais by acting Gen-
eral Secretary Manto Dutta 
Sharma. Formal welcome 
was extended by Sh. Vijay 
Saraf Meenaghe on behalf of 
Dr. Chanchal Dogra, Presi-
dent, HSM. A paper on the 
content and critical evalu-
ation of the released book 
‘Tawi Ka Dhara’ was pre-

sented by Prof. (Dr.) Raj Ku-
mar. 

It may be mentioned that 
Hindi Sahitya Mandal has 
already published and re-
leased ‘Tawi Ki Dhara- 1 
during the year. The re-
leased poetry collection has 
the poetry of twenty seven 
Hindi poets of Jammu, some 
of the residing outside Jam-
mu. The poets whose poems 
have been punlished in the 
book, are- Rakesh Abrol, 
Sanjiv Bhasin, Dr. Raj Ku-
mar, Rajeshwar Singh Raju, 
Vijay Saraaf Meenaghe, 
Shyam Judeja, Dr. Nirmal 
Vinod, Naresh Khajuria, 
Dr. Adarsh, Dr. Agni Shek-
har, Brij Mohan, Dr. Pawan 
Khajuria, Rajneesh Gup-
ta, Dr. Ratan Lal Shaant, 
Kunwar Shakti Singh, Ma-
haraja Krishan Santoshi, 
Arun Jandyal, Baldev Bal-

neel, Sunil Sharma, Man-
jeet Singh Kaamra, Pyasa 
Anjum, Pritpal Singh Betab 
(all residing in Jammu), and 
Bhuvanpati (Virginia), Dar-
shan Kumar Vasan (Chan-
digarh) and Naresh Gulati 
(Ahmedabad). 

Select Hindi poets- Shy-
am Judeja, Sanjiv Bhasin, 
Rakesh Abrol and Vijay 
Saraaf Meenaghe present-
ed their poems in the pro-
gramme. 

While speaking on this oc-
casion, Dr. Ratan Lal Shant 
appreciated the initiatives of 
Hindi Sahitya Mandal orga-
nizing and conducting such 
nice literary events. 

He also expressed his con-
cern related to the lowering of 
number of audience in such 
rich literary programmes. 

He said where writers and 
poets of different languages, 

musicians and artists are in-
vited, there will always be a 
positive output. He said that 
Hindi Punjabi, Urdu and 
Dogri are the major languag-
es of the region and should 
be given due importance. He 
said that the intricacies of use 
of these languages need to be 
taken care of.  

In her address, Sh. Pritpal 
Singh Betab complimented 
Hindi Sahitya Mandal for 
publishing collection of Hin-
di poets of Jammu in its se-
ries of book publications. 
He opined that such kind 
of books should contain the 
composite work of male and 
female poets. 

He emphasized that Hindi 
and Urdu languages are in-
termingled and used in the 
same manner. He also recit-
ed his Ghazals on this occa-
sion.   

Dignitaries releasing Hindi poerty  ‘Tawi Ki Dhara-2.’

EARLY TIMES REPORT

CHANDIGARH, Dec 23: Financial Com-
missioner, Revenue and Disaster Man-
agement, Dr. Sumita Misra, on Monday 
directed all Deputy Commissioners to ur-
gently review 328 flood control schemes 
of Rs. 528 Cr priority works while priori-
tizing firstly protection of abadi deh, and 
secondly agricultural fields and to revert 
Headquarters in 3 days.

The directions were issued while she 
was chairing the meeting of the 55th 
Haryana State Technical Advisory 
Committee on Floods (HSTAC). Dr. Mis-
ra said these works must be completed 
before the onset of the next monsoon, 
and instructed district administrations 
to ensure strict monitoring of execution, 
quality control, and adherence to time-
lines at the field level.

Centralised Deployment of Dewater-
ing Pumps

The Financial Commissioner also di-
rected Deputy Commissioners to take 
inventory and ensure that all dewater-
ing pumps are fully functional for de-
ployment in a centralised and strate-
gic manner so that adequate pumping 
capacity remains available in all vul-

nerable pockets of each district, ensur-
ing comprehensive and timely response 
during heavy rainfall and water logging 
situations. DCs should have the invento-
ry readily available of dewatering ma-
chinery well in advance.

While reviewing the progress of ex-
isting projects, the Committee was in-
formed that 378 flood protection schemes 
amounting to Rs. 642 crores which have 
been completed during the current fi-
nancial year. At present, 231 schemes 
are under execution, while 48 schemes 
are yet to commence.

Urban flood mitigation measures were 
also reviewed during the meeting. The 
Public Health Engineering Department 
informed that 30 storm water drainage 
projects with an estimated cost of Rs. 
525.95 crore are currently under execu-
tion, while 23 projects were completed 
last year, aimed at addressing chronic 
waterlogging in urban areas. She fur-
ther directed that the last year’s vul-
nerable points should be thoroughly re-
viewed.

For the next monsoon, the State has 
allocated Rs. 460 crore for flood-related 
works, including supplementary provi-
sions. 

DC Srinagar reviews progress of ABHA ID 
Generation,  Enrolment of Senior Citizens
EARLY TIMES REPORT

SRINAGAR, Dec 23: Dep-
uty Commissioner(DC) 
Srinagar, Akshay Labroo, 
today chaired a compre-
hensive review meeting at 
the Meeting Hall of the DC 
Office Complex to assess 
the progress of key health 
initiatives being imple-
mented in the district.

During the meeting, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
reviewed Medical Zone-
wise progress of the en-
rolment of Ayushman 
Bharat Health Account 
(ABHA) IDs, the status of 
enrolment of eligible ben-
eficiaries under the Ay-
ushman Vay Vandhana 
Card, an expansion of the 
Ayushman Bharat–Prad-
han Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana (AB-PMJAY) and 
the implementation of Tu-
berculosis (TB) control 
measures.

At the outset, the DC 

emphasized the impor-
tance of achieving uni-
versal coverage under the 
ABHA ID initiative to en-
sure seamless access to 
digital health services.  
He directed the Officers 
to intensify awareness 
campaigns and expedite 
the registration process 
across all Medical Zones/
Blocks in the district so 
that citizens are benefited 
from the Government ini-
tiatives.

 While reviewing the en-
rolment status of senior 
citizens under the Vay 
Vandhana Card scheme, 
the DC instructed the con-
cerned health functionar-
ies to ensure saturation of 
eligible beneficiaries, en-
abling them to avail cash-
less healthcare servic-
es at empanelled public 
and private hospitals un-
der the AB-PMJAY frame-
work.

On the occasion, the DC 

emphasized the impor-
tance of digital health re-
cords, and directed the 
concerned officers to en-
sure maximum cover-
age through intensified 
awareness drives, field-
level mobilisation and co-
ordinated efforts among 
health functionaries.

The DC directed the 
Health Functionaries to 
ensure considerable prog-
ress in ABHA ID genera-
tion and Vay Vandhana 
enrolment in the com-
ing days across all med-
ical zones and blocks to 
ensure that citizens bene-
fit from digital health ser-
vices

The DC called for im-
proved inter-departmen-
tal coordination and re-
al-time monitoring to 
address implementation 
gaps and ensure that the 
benefits of these flagship 
health schemes reach ev-
ery eligible citizen.

Sun Pharmaceutical Limited, Samba Unit 
donates desks to Govt Schools in Samba
EARLY TIMES REPORT

SAMBA, Dec 23: Under its Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) initiative, Sun Pharmaceutical Limited, Sam-
ba Unit, in collaboration with Care For You NGO, has 
extended vital infrastructure support to government 
schools in remote villages of Samba block to enhance the 
learning environment for students.

As part of its educational initiative, SunVidya, Sun Phar-
ma CSR recently provided 50 desks to the Government 
Higher Secondary School, villages in the Samba block, 
Jammu—areas with limited road access. This effort has 
significantly improved learning conditions for students 
who earlier studied sitting on mats, even during harsh win-
ters, by enabling them to learn in more comfortable and 
dignified classroom settings. Shri Kewal Krishan, Chief 
Education Officer, expressed sincere gratitude to Sun 
Pharma and senior authorities for their support in creat-
ing better classrooms for these children, acknowledging 
the positive impact on both students and the overall school 
environment.

In addition, Sun Pharmaceutical Limited, Samba Unit, 
implementation support provided by Care For You NGO, 
today donated 50 school desks to Government Higher Sec-
ondary School, Sarna, further strengthening educational 
infrastructure in the region. The programme was warmly 
welcomed by the school authorities and students. To mark 
the occasion, students presented cultural performances 
and an NCC parade, reflecting their enthusiasm and grati-
tude for the support extended to the institution.

District Admin Kulgam intensifies public outreach 
under “Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore” Campaign
EARLY TIMES REPORT

KULGAM, Dec 23: Continuing its citizen-centric governance 
initiative under the ongoing “Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore” cam-
paign, the district administration Kulgam organised public 
outreach and grievance redressal programmes at multiple 
locations across the district.

A large number of residents actively participated and pro-
jected their grievances and demands. Officers from the con-
cerned departments patiently listened to the issues raised by 
the public and assured time-bound and effective redressal.

Special emphasis was laid on awareness generation regard-
ing various welfare and beneficiary-oriented schemes and on-
the-spot service delivery.

The outreach camps provided an effective platform for re-
solving long-pending issues while further strengthening 
trust and coordination between citizens and the administra-
tion. Meanwhile, training sessions were also organised for 
farmers, and awareness programmes were conducted where-
in resource persons briefed participants about departmental 
schemes and initiatives.
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Angel Gupta of Humanity Public School wins 
2nd prize at Dogri Maanta Diwas celebration
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU/SAMBA, Dec 
23: Dogra Sadar Sabha 
established in 1904, 
stands as the oldest 
secular organization 
of Jammu &Kashmir, 
dedicated to preserving, 
promoting and strength-
ening the cultural, lin-
guistic, intellectual, 
and social legacy of the 
Dogra community. In 
continuation of this mis-
sion, Dogra Sadar Sab-
ha, Jammu, organised 
a one-day programme 
to commemorate Dogri 
Maanta Diwas-2025, on 
the theme:

The programme was 
held on 20th December, 
2025 at the Dogra Hall, 
Dogra Sadar Sabha Bha-
wan, Near Zanana Park, 
Jammu.        

Angel Gupta, a student 
from class 9th of Hu-
manity Public School, 
Bassi Kalan, Bari Brah-
mana achieved a proud 
milestone by securing 
the Second Prize in the 
competition by present-

ing a speech in Dogri 
on enriching dogri lan-
guage and its literary 
importance at the Dogri 
Maanta Diwas cele-
bration, organised for 
showcasing the school’s 
commitment to promot-
ing regional language, 
culture, and heritage.

The event was orga-
nized to honor the rich 
legacy of the Dogri lan-
guage and literature. 
Angel of Humanity Pub-
lic School participated 
with great enthusiasm 

and presented a cap-
tivating performance 
highlighting Dogri cul-
ture, traditions, and val-
ues. 

Her confident expres-
sions, cultural depth, 
and dedication im-
pressed the judges and 
audience alike. She was 
accompanied by school 
teachers, Mr. Sanjeev 
Kumar and Ms. Sonali 
Katal from high wing 
along with 20 students 
from class 8th and 9th.

Angel was also hon-

oured in the school as-
sembly by the Princi-
pal, Mr. Gaurav Charak, 
and Vice Principal, Mrs. 
Anku Charak along with 
Academic Incharge, Mr. 
Akashdeep Raina and 
High Wing Incharge, Ms. 
Namrta Sharma.

Principal, Mr. Gaurav 
Charak expressed im-
mense pride in Angel and 
congratulated her men-
tor Ms. Aarchi Chib for 
her guidance and contin-
uous support. 

He appreciated the stu-

dents’ efforts and empha-
sized the importance of 
preserving and promot-
ing regional languag-
es like Dogri among the 
younger generation. He 
said that this achieve-
ment reflects the school’s 
dedication to holistic ed-
ucation and cultural 
awareness. 

Angel remains com-
mitted to nurturing tal-
ent and encouraging stu-
dents to excel not only 
academically but also 
culturally.

Dignitaries during Dogri Maanta Diwas celebration in Humanity Pugblic School Samba.

Heritagean wins Inter-District 
Badminton Championship
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: Param 
Raina of class XI D Heri-
tage School, delivered 
an outstanding perfor-
mance and clinched the 
Gold Medal at Inter-
District Badminton 
Championship,organised 
by Youth Services and 
Sports, held at Srinagar 
on 9th and 10th December 
2025.

Displaying remarkable 
skill and agility, Param 
outplayed strong con-
tenders from across the 
district to secure the top 
position. 

Param Raina has been 
selected to represent the 
district at the School Na-
tional Badminton Cham-
pionship, scheduled to be 
held in Delhi later this 
month. 

The school fraterni-

ty extends its heart-
felt congratulations to 
Param Raina and wish-
es him continued suc-
cess and an exceptional 
performance at the up-
coming School Nation-
als.

Students, staff posing for photograph.

GGM Science College Jammu hosts 
comprehensive election awareness programme
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: Govern-
ment Gandhi Memorial 
(GGM) Science College, 
Jammu today organized a 
Comprehensive Election 
Awareness Programme 
with the objective of 
strengthening electoral 
literacy and reinforcing 
democratic values among 
students. The programme 
was held under the over-
all guidance of Prof. (Dr) 
Romesh Kumar Gupta, 
Principal, GGM Science 
College, Jammu, and un-
der the supervision of Dr. 
Ashaq Hussain, Nodal Of-
ficer for Election Aware-
ness, Jammu Division.

The initiative was or-
ganized in collaboration 
with the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) 
and the Office of the Chief 
Electoral Officer, Union 
Territory of Jammu & 
Kashmir, under the guid-
ance of Mr. Salam Din 
(JKAS), Deputy Election 
Officer, and supervised 
by Mr. Mohd Basharat, 
Data Entry Operator. The 
awareness programme 

formed part of the larger 
mandate of the Election 
Commission of India to 
encourage informed, eth-
ical, and responsible par-
ticipation of youth in the 
democratic process. The 
sessions focused on sen-
sitizing students about 
the importance of voting, 
voter registration proce-
dures, ethical electoral 
practices, and the crucial 
role of young citizens in 
sustaining a vibrant de-
mocracy.

A major highlight of 
the programme was the 
deployment of an Infor-
mation, Education and 
Communication (IEC) 
Van on the college cam-
pus, which attracted en-
thusiastic participation 
from students. Through 
engaging audio-visual 
presentations, interac-
tive displays, and expert-
led discussions, students 
were educated about vot-
ing rights, the electoral 
process, and the signifi-
cance of free and fair elec-
tions. The interactive for-
mat enabled students to 
actively engage, ask ques-

tions, and clarify doubts.
While interacting with 

students, Dr. Ashaq Hus-
sain emphasized that edu-
cational institutions play 
a pivotal role in nurtur-
ing informed and respon-
sible voters. He stressed 
that youth participation 
forms the backbone of de-
mocracy and urged stu-
dents to not only exercise 
their right to vote but also 
motivate others to partici-
pate actively in elections.

Faculty members and 
students appreciated the 
initiative, describing it 
as informative, engaging, 
and particularly relevant 
for first-time voters. 

The programme con-
cluded with students 
taking a pledge to up-
hold democratic values 
and contribute positive-
ly to nation-building 
through active civic en-
gagement. GGM Science 
College, Jammu contin-
ues to remain commit-
ted to promoting consti-
tutional values, social 
responsibility, and civ-
ic awareness among its 
students.

MCM pays ‘Pushpanjali’ to 
Mehr Chand Mahajan on 
his 136th Birth Anniversary

EARLY TIMES REPORT

CHANDIGARH, Dec 
23: Mehr Chand Ma-
hajan DAV College 
for Women organised 
‘Pushpanjali’, a solemn 
and heartfelt floral 
tribute to the great vi-
sionary and jurist Jus-
tice Mehr Chand Maha-
jan, on the occasion of 
his 136th birth anniver-
sary. Born in 1889, Jus-
tice Mehr Chand Maha-
jan was a distinguished 
jurist and statesman 
who served the nation 
with exemplary integ-
rity and foresight. As 
the third Chief Justice 
of India, he played a 
pivotal role during the 
formative years of the 
Indian judiciary and 
earned widespread re-
spect for his unwav-
ering commitment to 
constitutional values, 
judicial independence, 
and the rule of law.

The commemora-
tive programme was 

marked by a digni-
fied f loral offering, 
followed by ref lective 
deliberations on his 
inspiring life, ideals, 
and enduring legacy. 
The gathering also ob-
served a moment of si-
lence as a mark of rev-
erence, collectively 
reaffirming respect for 
his invaluable contri-
bution to the nation.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Officiating Prin-
cipal Ms. Neena Shar-
ma ref lected on the 
rich legacy of Justice 
Mehr Chand Mahajan, 
stating that his life 
stands as a timeless re-
minder that truth and 
justice are not mere-
ly ideals but profound 
responsibilities. She 
further added that his 
visionary principles 
continue to inspire in-
stitutions like MCM 
to nurture ethical, in-
formed, and conscien-
tious citizens commit-
ted to nation-building.

Shiksha Niketan Higher Secondary School hosts 
Silverzone Olympiad “Excelencia 2025”
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: Shiksha Niketan High-
er Secondary School, Jeevan Nagar, 
Jammu, is proud to announce the con-
duct of the Silver zone Olympiad, "Ex-
celencia 2025", scheduled to take place on 
Saturday, 15 November 2025, within the 
school premises. 

This prestigious event aims to fos-
ter academic excellence, critical think-
ing, and healthy competition among stu-
dents.

The Olympiad will feature a range of 
subjects, including Mathematics, Sci-
ence, English, GK, Analytical Reason-
ing, and Social Science, catering to stu-
dents from classes 1st to 12th. A total of 

260 students from the school have regis-
tered to participate in this event, show-
casing their skills and knowledge.

"We are thrilled to host Excelencia 
2025, providing a platform for students 
to demonstrate their academic prowess 
and learn from one another," said Sh. 
Rameshwar Mengi Ji, Worthy Princi-
pal of Shiksha Niketan Higher Second-
ary School. 

"This event aligns with our commit-
ment to promoting academic excellence 
and nurturing young minds."

The Olympiad will comprise a writ-
ten examination for each subject, sched-
uled from 09:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Win-
ners will be awarded certificates and 
trophies.

IRCS Actively participates in 
National Immunization Day
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: The In-
dian Red Cross Society, 
J&K actively participated 
in the National Immuni-
zation Day (Pulse Polio 
Campaign) held on 21st De-
cember 2025, reaffirming 
its continued commitment 
towards child health and 
national public health ini-
tiatives. The campaign 
aims to protect children 
below the age of five years 
from the debilitating effects 
of polio and to sustain In-
dia’s hard-earned polio-free 
status.

As part of the campaign, 
the Indian Red Cross Soci-
ety established two Oral Po-
lio Vaccine (OPV) booths, 
one at Red Cross Bhawan, 
Jammu and another at Red 
Cross Building, Srinagar. 
These booths served as im-
portant vaccination points 
where parents and caregiv-
ers brought their children 
to receive the life-saving 
drops. Team Red Cross in-
cluding Dr. Rita Kumari, 

Dr. Manpreet Kour, Med-
ical Officers assisted by 
Sh. Balbir Singh, Sup. Lab 
Technician,               Sh. 
Joginder Kumar, Phar-
macist, Smt. Mohna Devi, 
FMPHW and Sh. Raj Pal, 
chowkidar in coordination 
with health department 
officials, ensured smooth 
conduct of the vaccination 
process and proper guid-
ance to beneficiaries.

To further strengthen 
the campaign and leave no 
child unprotected, exten-
sive house-to-house vac-
cination and follow-up ac-
tivities were conducted on 

22nd and 23rd December 
2025. Teams of trained Red 
Cross volunteers and front-
line health workers visit-
ed residential areas, iden-
tified children who had 
missed the dose on Nation-
al Immunization Day,.  

During the outreach ac-
tivities, volunteers also 
engaged with parents and 
guardians, sensitizing 
them about the importance 
of repeated polio vaccina-
tion and addressing myths 
and misconceptions relat-
ed to immunization. The 
community response re-
mained encouraging, re-

flecting growing aware-
ness and trust in public 
health programs.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sh. Rohit Khajuria, 
General Secretary, IRCS 
J&K, appreciated the ded-
ication and tireless ef-
forts of Red Cross staff and 
health workers. He stated 
that protecting every child 
from polio is a shared re-
sponsibility and empha-
sized that continued vigi-
lance, active community 
participation, and coordi-
nated efforts are essential 
to ensure that no child is 
left behind.

The Indian Red Cross So-
ciety, Jammu & Kashmir, 
continues to play a vital 
role in supporting govern-
ment-led health initiatives 
through volunteer mobi-
lization, awareness gen-
eration, and last-mile out-
reach. The Society remains 
steadfast in its mission to 
serve humanity and con-
tribute towards building a 
healthier, safer, and polio-
free future for all children.

A view of Pulse Polio Campaign.

DPS Jammu students excel at Inter 
Division Baseball Competition 
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: Students 
of Delhi Public School, 
Jammu brought laurels to 
the school and made their 
parents proud by securing 
the Runner-Up Trophy 
at the UT-Level Inter-Di-
vision Baseball Competi-
tion 2025, organized by 
the Department of Youth 
Services and Sports. The 
competition was held at 
Khel Gaon, Nagrota, on 

December 18, 2025.
The following students 

represented the school 
with remarkable skill and 
sportsmanship:

• Vasu Sawhney (Class 
XI-H)

• Pratik Sharma (Class 
IX-D)

• Ananmay Sharma 
(Class IX-A)

All the winners were fe-
licitated with merit-cum-
participation certificates 
in recognition of their 
performance.

The esteemed man-
agement of DPS Jam-
mu, under the vision-
ary leadership of Hon’ble 
President-RCT, Sh. M.K. 
Ajatshatru Singh Ji; Dis-
tinguished PVC–Kuwa-
rani, Dr. Ritu Singh Ji; 
and Hon’ble Director, Sh. 
S.S. Sodhi Ji, along with 

the Principal, Ms. Ruchi 
Chabra, and the staff, con-
gratulated the students 
and their parents for their 
brilliant display of sports 
skills. 

They also extended 
their best wishes to the 
students for continued 
success in all their future 
endeavours.

DPS students displaying certificates.

Neev PLW Public School celebrates annual function
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: The Annual Function 
of Neev PLW Public School, run by Wom-
en's Welfare Organisation, Patiala Loco-
motive Works was celebrated with great 
enthusiasm at the school premises with 
active participation of students, staff, 
and members of WWO,PLW.

Shri Rajesh Mohan, Principal Chief 
Administrative Officer, PLW, graced the 
occasion as the Chief Guest, accompa-
nied by Mrs Archana Mohan, President, 
PLW WWO. Both dignitaries appreci-
ated the school’s efforts in nurturing 
young minds and promoting holistic de-
velopment.

The function was organised on the 

theme of Women Empowerment, giv-
en by Mrs Archana Mohan. The theme 
highlighted the importance of respect-
ing every girl and ensuring her safety 
and education. She urged everyone to 
take a pledge to be a voice for every si-
lenced girl and support every woman, so 
that every girl’s birth is celebrated and 
she is respected in the society. The mes-

sage was widely appreciated by all.
Cultural performances with power 

messages on women empowerment by 
the small children of Neev PLW Public 
School added great impact to the theme 
of the programme. The School Annual 
Report highlighting academic and co-
curricular achievements was also pre-
sented by the Headmistress.

Delegates attending felicitation 
ceremony of ADKUF
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: Today P L Koul Swadeshi assumed as 
President of one of the oldest socio cultural religious body 
of displaced Kashmiri Pandits, All Displaced Kashmiri 
United Form ( ADKUF ) at an impressive function held at 
its Durga Nagar head office. This ceremony attended by 
different representatives of various Kashmiri Pandit  or-
ganizations, in which he was declared elected unopposed 
by election authority, B.B.Raina, Anil Bhan and Naveen 
Handoo.

This emotionally charged event managed by a well 
known educationist, P.K.Raina started with National An-
them, was addressed by prominent personalities of the 
community.
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CLUJ organises workshop on LOCF, revised 
Postgraduate Programme Structure
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: Clus-
ter University of Jammu 
(CLUJ) today organized a 
one-day workshop on the 
Learning Outcomes-Based 
Curriculum Framework 
(LOCF) and the revised 
structure of One-Year and 
Two-Year Postgraduate 
Programmes at the Confer-
ence Hall of GGM Science 
College, Jammu. 

The workshop was con-
ducted in accordance with 
UGC guidelines and the 
National Education Poli-
cy (NEP) 2020, as part of 
preparatory measures for 
the implementation of re-
vised one year and two 
year postgraduate pro-
grammes from the Aca-
demic Session 2026�27.  The 
programme was presid-
ed over by the Prof. K. S. 
Chandrasekar,Vice-Chan-
cellor, Cluster University 
of Jammu, while the Prof. 
Mohammad Mobin, Vice-
Chancellor, Cluster Uni-
versity of Srinagar inau-
gurated the workshop as 
Chief Guest.

Earlier, the workshop 
commenced with a wel-
come address by Prof. (Dr.) 
Twinkle Suri, Dean, Ac-
ademic Affairs who out-
lined the objectives of the 
programme. She empha-
sized that the transition to 
one-year and two-year post-

graduate programmes ne-
cessitates clarity in learn-
ing outcomes, assessment 
strategies, and a thought-
ful curriculum design, and 
expressed confidence that 
the workshop would help 
faculty align academic 
practices with national ed-
ucational reforms.

Prof. Renu Nanda, Dean, 
Faculty of Education, Uni-
versity of Jammu and Prof. 
J. N. Baliya, Department of 
Educational Studies, Cen-
tral University of Jammu 
were the Resource Persons.

In her address, Prof. 
Renu Nanda, high-
lighted that the curric-
ulum structure of the 
revised postgraduate pro-
grammes must be stu-
dent-centric, engaging, 

and meaningful, with a 
strong emphasis on com-
petencies, skills, and ho-
listic development, in 
consonance with the vi-
sion of NEP 2020. Delib-
erating on the Learning 
Outcomes-Based Curric-
ulum Framework, Prof. 
J. N. Baliya underscored 
that Outcome-Based Ed-
ucation focuses on clear-
ly measurable knowl-
edge, skills, and attitudes 
that learners are expect-
ed to attain by the end of 
their educational jour-
ney. He further stressed 
that the LOCF of every 
programme should com-
prehensively include the 
vision and mission, grad-
uate attributes, qual-
ification descriptors, 

programme learning out-
comes, and course learn-
ing outcomes, ensuring 
coherence, transparency, 
and academic rigor.

In his address as Chief 
Guest, Prof. Mohammad 
Mobin emphasized the 
need for academic rigor, 
flexibility, and coherence 
in postgraduate curricula 
under NEP 2020. He noted 
that the LOCF provides a 
robust framework to en-
sure comparability, qual-
ity, and transparency in 
higher education, while 
empowering institutions 
to design programmes 
responsive to learners� 
needs and societal de-
mands.

In his presidential ad-
dress, Prof. K. S. Chan-

drasekar underscored the 
significance of outcome-
based education in trans-
forming higher education, 
noting that LOCF is cen-
tral to ensuring academ-
ic flexibility, skill orien-
tation, interdisciplinary 
learning, and global com-
petitiveness, in alignment 
with the vision of NEP 
2020. 

The workshop witnessed 
enthusiastic participa-
tion from the Registrar, 
Controller of Examina-
tions, Deans and Princi-
pals of constituent colleg-
es, Directors of various 
university wings, Finan-
cial Advisor, Conveners of 
Boards of Studies, Heads 
and Coordinators of Post-
graduate Programmes, 
and faculty members of 
PG schools and colleges.

The workshop was ef-
fectively coordinated by 
Prof. Zubair Kales, Dean, 
Faculty of Education. 
The proceedings were 
conducted by Dr. Sug-
andha  while Dr. Rajesh 
Kumar Associate Dean, 
Academic Affairs, pre-
sented the formal vote 
of thanks. The workshop 
concluded with an inter-
active session, reaffirm-
ing the University�s col-
lective commitment to 
strengthening postgrad-
uate education under the 
NEP framework

Dignitaries during workshop organized by CLUJ.

DGPC Jammu to organise seminar, screening of 
animated movie “Chaar Sahibzaade” 

EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: S Balvin-
der Singh Vice President 
DGPC Jammu along with 
S Surjit Singh Gen Secre-
tary, S Tejinder Singh & S 
Harjeet Singh both mem-
bers DGPC shared with 
media that to commemo-
rate the supreme and un-
paralleled martyrdom of 
the four Sahibzadas, the 
revered sons of Sri Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji Maha-
raj  DGPC Jammu, is ob-
serving Safar-e-Shahadat 
Week from 21st December 
to 28th December 2025 in 
different Gurudwaras of 
Jammu District.  Their 
extraordinary sacrifices 
continue to inspire hu-
manity with the eternal 
values of faith, courage, 
righteousness, and resis-
tance against injustice.

As part of these week-
long commemora-
tions, DGPC Jammu 
has planned a series 

of awareness and edu-
cational programmes 
across various Gurd-
waras in the Jammu & 
Kashmir Union Territo-
ry, with special emphasis 
on sensitising the young-
er generation about the 
historical significance, 
moral strength, and spir-
itual legacy of the Sa-
hibzadas.

In this connection, a 
one-day seminar and 
screening of the ac-
claimed Punjabi an-
imated film “Chaar 
Sahibzaade” will be or-
ganised on 25th Decem-
ber 2025 in collaboration 
with the Jammu & Kash-
mir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages 
(JKAACL), Jammu.

The seminar will be 
addressed by eminent 
scholars and academi-
cians, including Dr. Har-
jod Singh Ji from Pun-
jabi University, Patiala; 
Dr. Sewak Singh Ji from 

Anandpur Sahib; and Dr. 
Harsimran Singh, Assis-
tant Professor, Universi-
ty of Jammu. The speak-
ers will highlight the 
supreme sacrifices, brav-
ery, and timeless mor-
al values exemplified by 
the Sahibzadas.

The seminar will be 
held from 11:00 AM to 1:30 
PM, followed by a lunch 
break from 1:30 PM to 2:00 
PM. The screening of the 
animated movie will take 
place from 2:00 PM to 4:00 
PM, followed by tea there-
after.

The DGPC, Jammu, has 
appealed to people from 
all walks of life—espe-
cially students, youth, 
academicians, and civil 
society members—to par-
ticipate in large numbers 
and pay homage to the Sa-
hibzadas, whose martyr-
dom remains a timeless 
beacon of truth, sacrifice, 
and unwavering commit-
ment to justice.

Vice President S Balvinder Singh addressing media persons in Jammu.

Jammu & Kashmir Kabaddi team shines at 
6th National Kabaddi Championship held at Bhopal
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: Winner 
team received warm wel-
come by Shri Guru Ravi 
Dass Sabha Bahu Fort 
alongwith all Sabha's/ Or-
ganisations of Bahu Fort 
Jammu in the premises 
of Gurudwara Shri Guru 
Ravi Dass Ji Maharaj 
Bahu Fort Jammu.

While speaking on this 
occasion Sham Lal Bas-
son Gen Secy SGRD Sab-
ha Bahu Fort said that 
the Kabaddi tournament 
was organised by Acad-
emy of Unity on 6th Dec 
2025 in the premises of 
playground of Govt High-
er Sec School Bahu Fort 
on the eve of Mahapa-
rinirvan Divas of Bharat 
Rattan Baba Saheb Dr B 
R Ambedkar and the se-
lected teams(One male 
and one female) departed 
from Jammu on 16th Dec 
for Bhopal to compete 6th 
National Kabaddi Cham-
pionship on in presence 
of Sham lal basson SHO 
Ashwani Kumar, Baldev 
Raj Nargotra, Bahadur 
Lal, Bishan Dass. Both 
the teams performed ex-
cellently under the su-
pervision of Sunil kumar 
-coach and Ajay Kumar 
team manager. Male team 

included Danish(Captain) 
Lovedeep,Prince, Aslam, 
Rudher, Vansh, Sahil, 
Aryan Aryan Sagotra, 
Manav ana Manik. This 
team won Gold Medal/ 
Winning Trophy.

Female team includ-
ed Payal(Captain), Tania 
Simran Parachi, Arti and 
Chiki. This team received 
bronze medal. Kudos to 
both teams for represent-
ing J&K with pride. Rous-
ing reception was given 
to both teams at Jammu. 
Victory rally was organ-
ised by prominent per-
sons of bahu fort jammu 
which started from Gu-
rudwara SGRD ji. While 
covering Sheikh nagar, 

Gorkh Nagar and Kal-
ka Colony it concluded 
again at Gurudwara Shri 
Guru Ravi Dass Ji Maha-
raj Bahu Fort jammu. Re-
freshment was served to 
all participants. 

While addressing the 
gathering Sh Ashwani 
Kumar- SHO Police Stay-
ion Bagh E Bahu appre-
ciated the efforts of both 
the teams and extended 
congrarulations to coach 
Sunil kumar, event man-
ager Ajay Bhagat and par-
ents of players. He said 
such type of activities 
will keep the youths away 
from drug addiction. 
Everybody knows that 
drug- addiction is global 

probem now and we are 
committed to eradicate it 
with the co operation of 
all sections of society.

Kulbir Singh (Bittu 
Bawa), Baldev Raj Nar-
gotra, Bahadur lal, Bis-
han Dass ( Retd SP) also 
addressed the gathering 
and congratulated to both 
teams, organisers and 
parents of players. They 
said that other youths of 
Jammu in general and 
youths from Bahu Fort 
Jammu in particular will 
be get inspirations from 
these teams. The parents 
of these teams were much 
excited to see the perfor-
mance of theirs children 
at National level

Winners posing for group photograph along with trophy.

MSSCT paid tributes to first 
Prime Minister of J&K Justice 
Mehr Chand Mahajan
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: Neeraj Gupta President Mahajan 
Sewa Sangh along with the members of MSS paid  
tribute to the First Prime Minister of J&K and 3rd 
Chief Justice of Supreme Court of India Sh. Mehr 
Chand Mahajan on his birth anniversary at  Jam-
mu. 

The people who were present on the occasion  se-
nior and respectable members from various sec-
tions of society, women and children were also 
present on the occasion. Mr. Gupta said that Jus-
tice Mehar Chand Mahajan was born on Decem-
ber 23rd, 1889, in Kangra, Punjab (now Himachal 
Pradesh). 

He was the first prime minister of Jammu & 
Kashmir during (15 October 1947 - 5 March 1948 
(142 days) the reign of Maharaja Hari Singh and 
played a key role in the accession of J&K to India. 

He was the Indian National Congress nomi-
nee on the Radcliffe Commission that defined the 
boundaries of India and Pakistan.

 He was also the third Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court of India and also a social activist and 
writer who worked for the welfare of people of In-
dia. He played a key role in the Kashmir accession 
to India. He had written three famous books ti-
tled “Preserving Unity of India”, “Increase Food 
Production”, “Kashmir’s Accession to India”. Mr. 
Gupta said that it is very unfortunate that we have 
no time to remember our heroes who had sacri-
ficed and contributed their life for the welfare of 
the people and the country. 

He said that the Govt. should declare holiday on 
the birth anniversary of the first prime minister 
of J&K. The people who were present on the oc-
casion included R. K Gupta Gen Secretary MSS, 
Krishna Gupta, Advocate Monika Gupta Presi-
dent Women Wing MSS, Rinku Gupta Rekha Gup-
ta Kusam Gupta  etc.

Indian Army conducts Lecture on Women 
Empowerment at Gursai Moori
EARLY TIMES REPORT 

POONCH, Dec 23: As part 
of its ongoing efforts to pro-
mote social awareness and 
strengthen community 
engagement, the Indian 
Army organised an infor-
mative lecture on Women 
Empowerment at Govern-
ment High School, Gursai 
Moori, District Poonch, on 
23 December 2025.

The initiative aimed to 
educate young students 
about gender equality, in-
spire confidence among 
girl students and rein-
force the vital role of wom-
en in nation-building. 
The lecture was attended 
by 107 students and 10 fac-
ulty members, reflecting 
strong participation from 
the school community.

During the session, em-
phasis was laid on em-
powering women through 
education, skill develop-
ment and equal opportu-
nities. Students were sen-
sitised to the significant 
contributions made by 
women in diverse fields 
such as defence, educa-
tion, administration, sci-
ence and sports. The 
speakers highlighted that 
a truly progressive and 
inclusive society can only 

be achieved when women 
are respected, supported 
and encouraged to realise 
their full potential.

Special focus was placed 
on gender sensitisation, safe-
ty awareness, self-confidence 
and the importance of chal-
lenging outdated stereotypes. 
The troops motivated stu-
dents particularly girl stu-
dents to pursue their aspira-
tions fearlessly and take an 
active role in shaping the na-
tion’s future. 

The lecture witnessed en-
thusiastic participation, 
with interactive discussions 
and queries related to career 
guidance, personal develop-
ment and women’s rights. 
The school administration 
expressed sincere apprecia-
tion to Indian Army for con-
ducting such a meaningful 
and impactful programme 
that broadened the perspec-
tives of young minds.

The Indian Army reaf-
firmed its commitment to 
supporting educational in-
stitutions through aware-
ness initiatives and commu-
nity-centric programmes. 
The lecture on Women Em-
powerment at Government 
High School, Gursai Moori, 
stands as a significant step 
towards nurturing a confi-
dent, informed.

SIBA organises Multispeciality medical camp, 
heartfelt tributes paid to Late Madan Lal Sharma
EARLY TIMES REPORT

AKHNOOR, Dec 23: In 
a heartfelt tribute to 
the late Sh. Madan Lal 
Sharma Ji, esteemed for-
mer MLA and MP, *SIBA 
Event Management and 
Innovations Cooperative 
Ltd., under the guidance 
of *Sh. Satish Sharma, 
Hon’ble Cabinet Minis-
ter, Jammu & Kashmir, 
organized a *Multispe-
ciality Medical Camp* 

at ND Resort, Thangar, 
Akhnoor today, from 
11:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

The initiative brought 
together reputed health-
care institutions — *Uja-
la Cygnus JK Medici-
ty DR NAREN KHATRI, 
Dinesh marketing and 
team *, *Family Health 
Care Dr Digvijay Singh 
bhau, and *Goel Eye 
Clinic Bhushan lal bhat , 
Banti ram  Aayash  Rohit 
Kumar* — as collabora-

tive associates in this no-
ble cause.  

Over *1,000 people* 
from the local and sur-
rounding areas benefit-
ted from the free medi-
cal services. The camp 
offered *general health 
check-ups* including *BP 
and sugar testing, along 
with specialized consul-
tations in **orthopedics, 
neurology, and gastro-
enterology. A dedicated 
**eye care section* con-

ducted eye check-ups 
and screenings using ad-
vanced equipment, and 
distributed *free eye 
drops and medicines* to 
patients in need.

The effort served not 
only as a tribute to Sh. 
Madan Lal Sharma Ji’s 
lifelong commitment to 
public welfare but also 
as a reaffirmation of the 
community’s resolve to 
continue his vision of ser-
vice and compassion.A view of Multispeciality Medical Camp in Khour.

PSMICT delegation meet DC Anantnag
EARLY TIMES REPORT

ANANTNAG, Dec 23: A delegation of devotees compris-
ing renowned social activist and Ex- President and Gen-
eral secretary PSMICT Sh. M. K. Yogi and Sh. Veerji pan-
dita along with Dr. M. K. Bharat, Mr. Ashwani sidha and 
Mr. Pankaj Bhawani met the Worthy Deputy Commis-
sioner Anantnag, Shri Faqruddin Sahib, and urged im-
mediate intervention. They requested a detailed inquiry 
and urgent remedial measures to safeguard the sacred 
fishes and ensure such incidents never recur. The Dep-
uty Commissioner assured prompt action and necessary 
steps. It was also highlighted that dead fishes are drift-
ing downstream towards Chakka Nadi, Sangam Ghat, 
and adjoining areas, lying unattended, posing further 
environmental and spiritual distress.

A heartfelt appeal is made to him to treat this matter 
with utmost seriousness, ensure a thorough investiga-
tion, fix accountability, and take swift, permanent mea-
sures to protect and revive the sacred aquatic life of Shri 
Martand Tirth. The devotees urged authorities to act im-
mediately to safeguard this ancient heritage site and up-
hold the faith and sentiments of devotees worldwide.
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Shilpa Shetty 
Kundra lauds 

Aditya Dhar’s 
‘Dhurandhar’
BOLLYWOOD actor Shilpa Shetty Kundra praised the entire team 

of Aditya Dhar’s directorial “Dhurandhar”, calling it one of the most 

patriotic films she has seen in a long time.

Released on December 5, the film features Ranveer Singh along-

side Sanjay Dutt, Akshaye Khanna, Arjun Rampal, Sara Arjun, R Madha-

van and Rakesh Bedi.

It follows covert intelligence operations set against a backdrop of 

geopolitical and terror events like Kandahar plane hijack, 2001 Parlia-

ment Attack and 26/11 Mumbai attacks. (PTI)

	 PEANUTS		

    CALVIN AND HOBBES		

INGREDIENTS
2 tablespoons butter
1/2 medium onion, chopped
1 carton (32 ounces) chicken broth
2 cans (14-1/2 ounces each) diced potatoes, 
drained
2 cans (7 ounces each) white or shoepeg corn, 
drained
1 can (13.66 ounces) coconut milk
1 can (8 ounces) bamboo shoots, drained
1 tablespoon curry powder
1 to 3 teaspoons Thai red chili paste, optional
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon pepper
12 ounces peeled and deveined cooked shrimp (61-
70 per pound)
2 packages (8.8 ounces each) ready-to-serve long 
grain rice
Optional: Lime wedges and fresh basil

METHOD:
In a Dutch oven, heat butter over medium-high heat. 
Add onion; cook and stir until tender, 4-5 minutes. Add 
broth, potatoes, corn, coconut milk, bamboo shoots, 
curry powder, chili paste if desired, salt and pepper. 
Bring to a boil; reduce heat. Simmer, uncovered, until 
flavors have blended, 12-15 minutes, stirring occasion-
ally.
Add shrimp; heat through. Prepare rice according to 
package directions; serve with curry. Sprinkle with ad-
ditional curry powder. If desired, serve with lime wedg-
es and basil.

Aries 
Your tremendous intel-
lectual potential will help 
you to fight the disabili-
ty. Only by keeping posi-
tive thoughts you can fight 
this problem.  

Taurus 
Tension at home would 
make you angry. Sup-
pressing them would 
only increase physical 
problem. Get rid of it with physical 
activity. It is better to leave the irritat-
ing situation. 

Gemini 
Health wise this period 
will be dull therefore 
be careful of what you 
consume. Increase 
in income from past investment is 
foreseen. By overcoming differenc-
es with family members- you will 
easily accomplish your goals.

Cancer 
You are likely to im-
press people around 
you with your positive 
outlook and confidence. 
You are likely to earn 
through most unexpected sources. 
Everyone wants to be your friend to-
day- and you would be too happy to 
oblige.

Leo 
Avoid oily and spicy diet. 
Money can be required 
anytime, so plan your fi-
nances and start saving 
now as much as possible. Short trip to 
the relative brings moment of comfort 
and relaxation from your daily hectic 
schedule Sex appeal give desired result.

Virgo 
Pleasure trips and so-
cial get-togethers will 
keep you relaxed and 
happy. Today, you 
are likely to attain 
economic benefits due to your 
children. This will make you very 
happy.

Libra 
Health will be perfect 
despite a hectic day. As 
you have spent a lot in 
the past, you may have 
to face the consequences in your 
present. 

Scorpio 
Yoga and meditation will 
help you to keep in shape 
and stay mentally fit. If 
you wish to lead a smooth 
life and maintain a stable standard of 
living, then you need to remain atten-
tive today regarding your finances.

Sagittarius 
Your health will bloom as 
you share happy moments 
with others. But be careful 
as neglecting it would trou-
ble you later on.

Capricorn 
Start meditation and 
yoga for physical gain 
especially mental tough-
ness. You will obtain ben-
efits from commissions- 
dividends- or royalties. 

Aquarius 
Your evening will be 
marked with mixed emo-
tions which can keep you 
tense. But there is no need 
to worry much-as your 
happiness will give you more joy than 
disappointment.

Pisces 
Health needs care. Any neg-
ligence in the workplace or 
business can cause you fi-
nancial loss today. 

   
   

 

	 FORTUNE FORECAST	                        

  CURRY SHRIMP AND RICE  
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CM Yogi Adityanath announces major 
relief for small, marginal farmers
Early Times Report

Lucknow, Dec 23: On 
Sunday, Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath inaugu-
rated the Youth Coopera-
tive Conference and UP 
Cooperative Expo 2025 at 
Jupiter Hall, Indira Gan-
dhi Pratishthan, as part 
of the International Year 
of Cooperatives 2025. On 
the occasion, he also hon-
oured individuals and 
institutions for their out-
standing contributions to 
the cooperative sector. 

During the event, 
the Chief Minister an-
nounced major relief 
for small and marginal 
farmers. He noted that 
loans from the UP Co-
operative Rural Devel-
opment Bank current-
ly carry an interest rate 
of around 11.5 percent, 
placing a significant bur-
den on farmers. To ad-
dress this, the state gov-
ernment has decided to 
reduce the interest rate 
to just 6 percent for small 
and marginal farmers. 

Under the Mukhya-
mantri Krishak Samrid-
hi Yojana, loans will now 
be provided at six percent 
interest through the LDB, 
with the remaining inter-
est subsidy borne by the 
state government. 

CM Yogi said, “Under 
the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi, the central govern-
ment constituted a sepa-
rate Ministry of Cooper-
ation for the first time, 
which was earlier only 
a small department un-
der the Ministry of Agri-

culture. As the country’s 
first Union Minister for 
Cooperation, Amit Shah 
has taken the coopera-
tive movement to new 
heights.” 

He noted that the United 
Nations has declared 2025 
as the International Year 
of Cooperatives, and in-
spired by the Prime Minis-
ter, India has taken several 
decisive steps to strength-
en the cooperative ecosys-
tem. Cooperation, he said, 
is a pillar of mutual trust, 
social equality, and self-re-
liance.

When a farmer harnesses energy, the earth yields gold”: Chief Minister
Early Times Report

Lucknow, Dec 23: On 
Kisan Samman Diwas, 
Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath saluted the hard 
work of farmers and 
boosted their morale. He 
spoke about the glow on 
the faces of farmers who 
received tractors under 
the Kisan Samridhi Yo-
jna, noting how some 
were taking their moth-
ers while others their 
wives on the tractors. 
This, he said, reflects the 
true strength of a farmer. 
Braving cold and heat 
alike, when a farmer 
sweats it out and absorbs 
the chill into his bones, 
channeling his energy 
in harmony with Mother 
Earth, agriculture yields 
grain like gold. 

Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath offered floral trib-
utes to the statue of former 
Prime Minister Bharat 
Ratna Chaudhary Charan 
Singh at the Vidhan Bha-

van premises on his birth 
anniversary. On the occa-
sion of Kisan Samman Di-
was, the Chief Minister 
handed over tractor keys 
to farmers and also felici-
tated farmers, scientists, 
FPOs and others. He inau-
gurated the plot allotment 
process of the Chaudhary 
Charan Singh Seed Park at 
Atari, Lucknow. 

The Chief Minister said 
that farmers in Uttar 
Pradesh have progressed 
through their hard work. 
When Narendra Modi took 
charge of the country in 
2014, farmers became part 
of the government’s agen-
da for the first time. The 
earth is our mother and we 
are her children; therefore, 
it is the duty of a child to 

help the mother in times of 
illness or crisis. Through 
Soil Health Cards, Prime 
Minister Modi in 2014 
made people aware of the 
health of Mother Earth. 
Farmers were connected 
with the Pradhan Mant-
ri Fasal Bima Yojana, fol-
lowed by initiatives such as 
the Pradhan Mantri Krishi 
Sinchai Yojana, PM Kisan 

Samman Nidhi, MSP as-
surance, and improved fa-
cilities for farmers from 
seed to market. 

The Chief Minister said 
that Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi honoured 
farmers by conferring the 
Bharat Ratna on Chaud-
hary Charan Singh. The 
agricultural loan waiv-
er programme was imple-
mented for small and mar-
ginal farmers. Earlier, 
farmers were not part of 
government schemes, but 
today they receive bene-
fits from every scheme. 
Middlemen no longer de-
cide crop prices. If farm-
ers get good prices in the 
market, that is fine; other-
wise, the government pur-
chases their produce. Pro-
duction of crops such as 
paddy, wheat, gram, mus-
tard, bajra and maize has 
increased manifold in Ut-
tar Pradesh, while costs 
have come downforming 
the foundation of farmer 
prosperity. 

Modern LHB rake on Balurghat–Kolkata–
Balurghat express inaugurated
Early Times Report

Maligaon, Dec 23: Indian Railways 
has introduced a new modern LHB (Lin-
ke Hofmann Busch) rake on Train No. 
13161/13162 Balurghat – Kolkata – Bal-
urghat Express, marking a significant 
upgrade in passenger comfort, safety 
and travel experience. The service was 
formally flagged off from Balurghat 
Railway Station on 23rd December, 2025.

The inaugural run was flagged off by Dr. 
Sukanta Majumdar, Hon’ble Union Minis-
ter of State in the Ministry of Education 
and Ministry of Development of North 
Eastern Region. The programme was 
held in the august presence of Dr. Ashok 
Kumar Lahiri, Hon’ble MLA, Balurghat, 
along with senior railway officials of Kati-
har Division and other distinguished 
guests. The introduction of LHB coaches 
will provide enhanced safety features, 
better riding comfort, improved interi-
ors, superior braking systems and high-
er speed potential, benefiting passen-

gers travelling between Balurghat and 
Kolkata. This upgradation reflects In-
dian Railways continued commitment 
to improving passenger amenities and 
modernising train services.

Indian Railways remains dedicated to 
strengthening rail connectivity in the 
region and providing safer, faster and 
more comfortable travel options for pas-
sengers. The upgraded Balurghat–Kolk-
ata–Balurghat Express is another step 
towards achieving this objective. 

Kashi Tamil Sangamam 4.0: VC urges 
learning Tamil 'With Heart' for National Unity
Early Times Report

Chennai, Dec 23: Pondi-
cherry University inaugu-
rated the ten-day “Tamil 
Karkkalam” (Let’s Learn 
Tamil) workshop under 
Kashi Tamil Sangamam 
4.0 at the Subramaniya 
Bharathiyar School of 
Tamil Language and Lit-
erature, in collaboration 
with the Central Institute 
of Classical Tamil, Chen-
nai. This national initia-
tive by the Ministry of 
Education, Government 
of India, promotes cultur-
al integration and Tamil 
heritage among students 
nationwide. 

Thirty students with 
faculty coordinators from 
Uttar Pradesh institu-
tions attended. Prof. M. 
Karunanidhi, Head of the 
Department, welcomed 
the gathering, followed by 
a traditional “kuthuvilak-
ku” lamp-lighting by dig-

nitaries and Banaras Hin-
du University’s program 
coordinator, Dean Prof. 
Dr. Sudlai Muthu deliv-
ered the keynote. 

Vice-Chancellor Prof. 
P. Prakash Babu inaugu-
rated the event, stressing 
multilingualism in cur-
ricula and calling on stu-
dents to learn Tamil “with 
heart rather than tongue 
and intellect” inside and 
outside classrooms. He 
highlighted ancient spir-
itual ties between Tamil 
Nadu and Kashi, stating 
cultural North-South ex-

changes strengthen na-
tional integrity. 

His Holiness Sri Sivag-
nana Balaya Swamigal, 
20th Pontiff of Mailam 
Pommapura Adheenam, 
encouraged participants, 
linking Kashi to Thir-
upnathazh Madam and 
praising Tamil alpha-
bets’ simplicity. The Vice-
Chancellor and His Holi-
ness honored attendees 
with shawls and memo-
rial bags; Dr. A. Lakshmi 
Duttai, Assistant Profes-
sor and coordinator, gave 
the vote of thank. 

Chief Minister releases NABARD’s 
state focus paper 2026-27
Early Times Report

Dehradun, Dec 23: On 
December 23, 2025, during 
the Sahkarita Mela 2025 
organized by NABARD 
and the State Government 
in Dehradun, the Honor-
able Chief Minister of Ut-
tarakhand, Shri Pushkar 
Singh Dhami, released the 
State Focus Paper 2026-27 
prepared by NABARD. 

On this occasion, Hon-
orable Minister of Coop-
eration Shri Dhan Singh 
Rawat; Shri Naresh 
Bansal, Member of Parlia-
ment, Rajya Sabha; Shri 
Khajan Das, MLA, Rajpur; 
Shri Saurabh Thapliyal, 
Mayor, Municipal Corpo-
ration, Dehradun; Shri Me-
herban Singh Bisht, Regis-
trar, Cooperative Societies, 
Uttarakhand; Shri Pankaj 
Yadav, Chief General Man-
ager, NABARD, etc., were 
present. 

This document presents 
a comprehensive assess-
ment of the credit poten-
tial for the state’s priori-
ty sectors, estimated at Rs 
65,916 crore for the finan-
cial year 2026-27, which 
is 20.50% higher than the 

previous year. 
Prepared on the ba-

sis of district-level Poten-
tial Linked Credit Plans 
(PLPs), this document is a 
roadmap for balanced ag-
ricultural and rural devel-
opment, with a special fo-
cus on key sectors such as 
agriculture, micro, small 
and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs), infrastructure, 
and climate change initia-
tives. NABARD has reit-
erated its commitment to 
supporting the State Gov-
ernment in credit plan-
ning and developmental 
interventions for inclusive 
growth. The State Fo-
cus Paper will serve as 
a guiding document for 
banks and policymakers 
in finalizing the Annu-
al Credit Plan (ACP) and 
preparing strategies for 
sustainable development. 

On this occasion, the 
Honorable Chief Minis-
ter appreciated this effort 
by NABARD and inspired 
all stakeholders to inte-
grate this document into 
the plans of various de-
partments. NABARD, Ut-
tarakhand Regional Of-
fice, Dehradun.

Cabinet Minister Sanjeev Arora highlights HMEL’s Major 
industrial expansion plans of 2600 Crores in Punjab
Early Times Report

Chandigarh, Dec 23: 
Cabinet Minister for In-
dustries & Commerce, 
Investment Promotion, 
Power & NRI Affairs, 
Government of Punjab, 
Sh. Sanjeev Arora, on 
Tuesday highlighted 
the significant indus-
trial contribution and fu-
ture expansion plans of 
HPCL–Mittal Energy Ltd. 
(HMEL), reaffirming the 
State Government’s com-
mitment under the vision-
ary leadership of National 
Convenor Sh. Arvind 
Kejriwal and Chief Min-
ister Punjab S. Bhagwant 
Singh Mann to support 
large-scale investments 
and strengthen Punjab’s 
industrial ecosystem. 

Shri Prabh Das, Man-

aging Director & CEO, 
HMEL said that we are go-
ing to invest in a refinery 
and petrochemical com-
plex in Bhatinda. We pro-
duce fuels like petrol, die-
sel, LPG, ATF, along with 
polymers including poly-
ethylene and polypropyl-
ene. We got full support 
from people of Punjab as 
well as the government 
during construction and 
operations of this mas-
sive complex. So far, nei-
ther construction or oper-
ations have been affected 
even for a day during the 
last so many years. This 
is mainly due to proac-
tive policies and ease of 
doing business of the Pun-
jab government. We are 
fortunate to have a far-
sighted leader, Shri San-
jeev Arora, who is dy-

namic, reform centric, 
development oriented and 
outcome focused. He said 
that under Sanjeev Arora 
dynamic leadership, Pun-
jab's industrial growth 
will create new opportu-
nities for entrepreneurs, 
industries, and youth of 
the state. 

Sh. Sanjeev Arora said 
that HMEL stands as a 
landmark public–private 
partnership between Hin-
dustan Petroleum Corpo-
ration Limited (HPCL)—
a Navratna and Fortune 
500 PSU—and Mittal En-
ergy Investment Pte. Ltd., 
Singapore (Lakshmi N. 

Mittal Group), and has 
emerged as one of Pun-
jab’s most significant in-
dustrial success stories. 
He assured them that they 
will get full government 
support for expanding 
their plant in Punjab. 

He noted that HMEL’s 
refinery and integrat-
ed petrochemical com-
plex, spread over about 
2,000 acres at village Ph-
ulokheri, tehsil Talwandi 
Sabo, district Bathinda, 
commenced refinery op-
erations in 2011, while the 
addition of the petrochem-
ical facility in 2023 has 
substantially enhanced 
value addition and down-
stream industrial activity 
in the State. 

The Minister highlight-
ed that HMEL currently 
has an annual turnover of 

approximately Rs. 90,000 
crore and contributes 
around Rs. 2,100 crore an-
nually to the State exche-
quer in the shape of tax-
es, underlining its critical 
role in Punjab’s economy. 
The project provides em-
ployment to nearly 10,000 
persons, both directly and 
indirectly, making it one 
of the largest industrial 
employers in Punjab. 

He further pointed out 
that HMEL produces sub-
stantial quantities of LPG, 
petrol and diesel, playing 
a crucial role in meeting 
the fuel requirements of 
North India. In addition, 
HMEL is the second-larg-
est producer of polymers 
in India, catering to near-
ly 14 per cent of the coun-
try’s total polymer de-
mand. 

New initiatives to strengthen road 
safety in UP: Expansion of 'Sadak 
Suraksha Mitra' and 'Rahveer' yojana
Early Times Report

Lucknow, Dec 23: Under the guidance of CM Yogi 
Adityanath, the 'Road Safety Mitra' program and the 
'Rahveer' programs are being promoted in the state 
with the aim of preventing road accidents and increas-
ing awareness. 

Following the CM's instructions, activities under both 
these schemes have been intensified in all districts of the 
state. The objective of these schemes is to spread road 
safety awareness among the youth and ensure quick as-
sistance and medical facilities for accident victims. 

This aims to effectively reduce the number of road 
accidents on one hand, and reduce the number of fatal-
ities in case of accidents on the other. 

The state government has entrusted the responsibil-
ity of monitoring these schemes to the District Road 
Safety Committees, through which road safety is be-
ing transformed into a mass movement. 

The Central Government's 'Sadak Suraksha Mitra' 
program is currently active in 28 districts of the state. 
This scheme focuses on making young people active 
participants in road safety campaigns. Under the pro-
gram, 423 young volunteers in UP have registered on 
the 'My Bharat' portal and are receiving training. The 
State Public Service Foundation organized the first 
training camp in Gautam Buddha Nagar, Noida. 

CM orders immediate release of funds worth Rs 68.98 crore to upgrade premier medical colleges of Punjab
Early Times Report

CHANDIGARH, Dec 23: 
In order to provide quality 
treatment and diagnostic 
facilities to the people in the 
Medical Colleges, Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Singh Mann has ordered 
immediate release of funds 
worth ₹68.98 crore to give a 
facelift to premier Medical 
Colleges of the state. Chair-
ing a review meeting of the 
Medical Education and Re-
search Department here 
today, CM Bhagwant Singh 
Mann said, “Augmenting 

the facilities in these Medi-
cal colleges of the state was 
the need of the hour to en-
sure quality treatment and 
diagnostic facilities to the 
people. To equip these Med-
ical colleges with hi-end 
and world class machinery 
is imperative so that they 
can serve the patients in a 
better manner.” 

The Chief Minister asked 
the Medical Education de-
partment to immediately is-
sue ₹68.98 crore to the four 
medical colleges in the state 
to upgrade the facilities. 

He further said that ₹26.53 

crore should be prompt-
ly issued to Government 
Medical College Amritsar, 
₹28.51 crore to Government 
Medical College Patiala, Rs 
9.43 crore to Dr BR Ambed-
kar Institute of Medical 
Sciences SAS Nagar (Mo-
hali) and ₹4.51 crore to PGI 
Satellite Centre, Feroze-
pur. “These funds should 
be duly utilised for devel-
opment works in the Medi-
cal Colleges along with pro-
curing latest machinery 
and equipment in the larg-
er public interest,” noted 
the Chief Minister. 

CM Bhagwant Singh 
Mann reiterated the firm 
commitment of his gov-
ernment to emerge the 
state as a hub of ‘Medi-
cal Education’ across the 
globe adding that this will 
give further boost to treat-
ment and diagnostic facil-
ities. 

The Chief Minister bat-
ted that these works in the 
medical colleges should be 
completed in a time bound 
and prompt manner so 
that better health facili-
ties are made available to 
the people at affordable 

rates. “Punjab has a glo-
rious legacy of producing 
world class Doctors across 
the globe and even today a 

large number of students 
pursue the medical educa-
tion to become qualified 
doctors. 
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AIIMS Jammu Launches Advanced Endourological 
Services for Prostate and Bladder Tumour Surgeries
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23; In a signif-
icant step towards strength-
ening tertiary urological care 
in the region, the Department 
of Urology, All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 
Jammu, has successfully 
commenced advanced endou-
rological services, including 
Transurethral Resection of 
Prostate (TURP) and Trans-
urethral Resection of Bladder 
Tumour (TURBT).

These services have been 
initiated under the visionary 
leadership of the Executive 
Director & CEO, Prof. (Dr.) 
Shakti Kumar Gupta, with 
the objective of providing 
state-of-the-art, minimally in-
vasive urological treatment to 
patients within Jammu and 
the adjoining regions, there-
by reducing the need for re-
ferrals to distant tertiary cen-
tres.

Prof (Dr) Shakti Kumar 
Gupta, Executive Director 
and CEO, AIIMS Jammu, 
stated“The introduction of 
advanced endourological pro-
cedures such as TURP and 
TURBT at AIIMS Jammu 
marks an important mile-
stone in our ongoing efforts 
to strengthen superspecialty 
healthcare services. Our aim 

is to ensure that patients in 
this region receive high-qual-
ity, modern and evidence-
based medical care closer to 
home.”

The procedures were suc-
cessfully performed by Dr. 
Yaser Rahman, Assistant 
Professor, Department of 
Urology, and assisted by Dr. 
Mohammad Yaseen, Senior 
Resident. 

The surgeries were conduct-
ed with the dedicated sup-
port of the Anaesthesia team, 
headed by Dr. Sunaina Gupta, 
along with Dr. Shruti Sharma 
and Dr. Sandeepika Dogra, 
ensuring optimal periopera-

tive care and patient safety. 
The surgical team was fur-
ther supported by skilled Op-
eration Theatre (OT) techni-
cians Ms. Disha Daksh and 
Mr. Mohit, whose technical 
expertise contributed to the 
smooth conduct of the proce-
dures.

TURP (Transurethral Re-
section of Prostate) is a gold-
standard minimally invasive 
procedure for the manage-
ment of urinary obstruc-
tion caused by benign en-
largement of the prostate, a 
common condition affecting 
elderly men. TURBT (Trans-
urethral Resection of Bladder 

Tumour) is a critical diagnos-
tic and therapeutic procedure 
for patients with bladder tu-
mours, enabling accurate di-
agnosis, staging, and timely 
treatment.

Both procedures are min-
imally invasive endoscopic 
surgeries performed without 
any external incision. These 
techniques are associated 
with shorter hospital stays, 
reduced postoperative dis-
comfort, faster recovery, and 
early resumption of normal 
daily activities, leading to im-
proved patient outcomes and 
quality of life.

Highlighting the clinical 

significance of the newly in-
troduced services, Dr. Yaser 
Rahman, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Urology, stated 
that the availability of TURP 
and TURBT at AIIMS Jammu 
will enable timely and mini-
mally invasive management 
of common urological condi-
tions such as benign prostat-
ic enlargement and bladder 
tumours. He added that these 
procedures will help reduce 
hospital stay, ensure faster re-
covery, and significantly im-
prove patient outcomes.

The launch of these ad-
vanced endourological ser-
vices underscores AIIMS 
Jammu’s commitment to pro-
viding comprehensive, high-
quality, and patient-centric 
healthcare using modern sur-
gical techniques. With this 
development, patients suffer-
ing from prostate-related uri-
nary obstruction and bladder 
tumours can now access ad-
vanced urological care closer 
to home.

The Department of Urolo-
gy, AIIMS Jammu, plans to 
further expand its portfolio of 
minimally invasive and endo-
scopic urological procedures 
in the near future, in align-
ment with the institute’s mis-
sion of excellence in patient 
care, education, and research.

Medicos during a performance at AIIMS Jammu

Rana chairs review meeting to resolve 
drinking water issues in Jammu city

EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: Minister 
for Jal Shakti, Javed Ahmed 
Rana, today chaired a review 
meeting at the Civil Secretar-
iat here to assess and address 
the pressing drinking water 
related issues in various lo-
calities of Jammu city.

The Minister impressed 
upon the concerned officers 
to formulate both short-term 
and long-term strategies to 
ensure that the existing as 
well as future drinking water 
requirements of the city are 
met in a sustainable manner. 
He underscored the impor-
tance of ensuring a regular, 
adequate and reliable water 
supply for the public. He di-
rected the officials to respond 
promptly and effectively to 
public grievances.

During the deliberations, 
the Minister reviewed the 

proposal for permanent res-
toration of the Sitlee Water 
Treatment Plant. He instruct-
ed the concerned authorities 
to prepare a Detailed Project 
Report (DPR) at the earliest to 
facilitate timely execution of 
the project.

To further augment the 
drinking water supply in Cha-
man Vihar and adjoining ar-
eas, the Minister directed to 
make the pumping water sta-
tion fully operational within 
a week.  

He noted that once function-
al, the project would substan-
tially alleviate water scarcity 
issues faced by the residents 
in the area.

Emphasising efficient util-
isation of available resourc-
es, the Minister stressed that 
all development initiatives 
must translate into  tangible 
benefits for the people on the 
ground. He also highlighted 

the need for expeditious com-
pletion of procedural and ad-
ministrative formalities to 
ensure early implementation 
of approved projects.

Reviewing another signifi-
cant intervention, the Minis-
ter discussed the construction 
of a sump tank at Kamdhenu.  
He said that the facility would 
address the drinking water 
concerns not only in Kamdhe-
nu but also in surrounding ar-
eas once it gets completed.

The Minister also took note 
of the issues raised by MLA 
Jammu West, Arvind Gupta. 
He assured him that all gen-
uine concerns pertaining to 
drinking water supply would 
be examined and addressed 
on priority.

The meeting was attended 
by the Chief Engineer, PHE, 
Superintending Engineers 
and other senior officers of 
the department.

Minister Javed Rana chairng a meeting at Jammu

HC quashes CVPPL orders, asks 
reconsideration of deputationist 
engineer’s re-designation as Manager 
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: The High 
Court of J&K and Ladakh at 
Jammu has quashed Chenab 
Valley Power Projects Ltd’s 
(CVPPL) communications 
rejecting a deputationist en-
gineer’s claim for re-desig-
nation to the post/grade of 
Manager (E-5) and directed 
the company to reconsider 
his case with effect from July 
30, 2020, along with all conse-
quential monetary benefits.

Justice Javed Iqbal Wani al-
lowed the writ petition filed 
by Rishi Kumar (working 
with CVPPL on deputation 
from the Power Development 
Department) and set aside 
Communication No. CVP-
PL/HR/2022-23/1124 dated 
14.08.2023 and IOM No. CVP-
PL/CO/HR/2020-21/3822 dat-
ed 12.10.2020, through which 
the petitioner’s representa-
tions had been rejected. 

The petitioner’s case was 
that after joining CVPPL on 
deputation in 2016 as an Assis-
tant Executive Engineer (De-
gree Holder) with four years’ 
experience, he was placed as 
Assistant Manager (Electri-
cal) (Grade E-3) as per equiv-

alence criteria. Following a 
CVPPL order on revision of 
grades/designations, the des-
ignation was re-designated to 
Deputy Manager (Grade E-4). 
He claimed that on complet-
ing eight years’ experience 
on July 30, 2020, he was re-
quired to be placed in Grade 
E-5 (Manager), but the compa-
ny declined, citing deputation 
status and CVPPL’s rules.

CVPPL, in its objections, 
maintained that the petition-
er was on deputation, that re-
designation in 2019 was a one-
time exercise without change 
in pay/allowances, and that 
there was no provision to 
grant a higher designation 
during deputation. 

However, the Court held 
that the petitioner “ought to 
have been elevated as Man-
ager” in terms of the revised 
designations and found the 
rejection of his claim unfair 
and discriminatory, particu-
larly when a similarly placed 
officer had been re-designat-
ed as Manager. 

The Court also observed 
that granting appropriate 
grade/designation based on 
experience in the borrowing 
organisation cannot be treat-

ed as a “promotion” but as a 
proper placement commensu-
rate with experience. 

Accordingly, by issuing a 
writ of mandamus, the Court 
directed CVPPL to accord 
effective consideration to 
the petitioner’s re-designa-
tion as Manager (E-5) w.e.f. 
30.07.2020, extend all bene-
fits including monetary bene-
fits, and also consider his fur-
ther re-designation as Senior 
Manager (E-6) on completion 
of three years’ service as such 
on 30.07.2023, if he satisfies 
the requisite experience. 

The exercise has been or-
dered to be completed prefera-
bly within six weeks from the 
date the petitioner produces 
a copy of the judgment before 
the company. 

The petitioner was repre-
sented by Mr Sunil Sethi, 
Senior Advocate, with Ms 
Surbhi Gupta, Advocate. Re-
spondents 1 to 6 were repre-
sented by Mrs Deepika Ma-
hajan, Senior Advocate, with 
Mr Atharv Mahajan, Advo-
cate. Respondent 7 was rep-
resented by Mr Raman Shar-
ma, Senior AAG, with Ms 
Saliqa Sheikh, Advocate. 
(JNF)

DB Seeks UT Reply 
on PIL for PoJK 
Displaced Persons, 
Issues Notice
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec  23: The 
High Court of Jammu 
& Kashmir and Ladakh 
at Jammu on Monday 
issued notice in a Public 
Interest Litigation seeking 
directions to the UT 
administration in matters 
concerning Displaced 
Persons of 1947 from 
Pakistan-occupied Jammu 
& Kashmir (PoJK).

A Division Bench 
comprising Chief Justice 
Arun Palli and Justice 
Rajnesh Oswal took up 
WP(C) PIL No. 12/2025, 
filed by Jammu Kashmir 
Action Committee through 
its President Gurdev Singh 
through Advocate Siddant 
Gupta . The Bench noted 
that earlier, on November 
24, 2025, time had been 
granted to the respondents 
to seek instructions and 
file their response.

During the hearing, 
Ms. Monika Kohli, Senior 
Additional Advocate 
General, appearing 
for the respondents, 
submitted that a formal 
notice be issued so that a 
detailed response could 
be placed on record. The 
Court issued notice; Ms. 
Kohli accepted notice on 
behalf of the respondents 
and sought short 
accommodation to file the 
reply. The matter has been 
adjourned to February 10, 
2026. (JNF)

Jammu Police, South Zone Recovers 
Misplaced BMD Machine Worth Rs. 7 Lakh
EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU, Dec 23: Jammu Po-
lice, South Zone has success-
fully recovered a misplaced 
trolley bag containing a Bone 
Mineral Density (BMD) Ma-
chine, valued at approximate-
ly ₹7 lakh, following a swift 
and professional response by 
Police Station Gangyal.

A verbal complaint was re-
ceived from Shri R. K. Choud-
hary, who reported that one 
of his employees, while trav-
elling from Jammu to Delhi, 
had inadvertently misplaced 
a trolley bag near the Kun-
jwani Bypass, Jammu. The 
trolley bag contained a BMD 
Machine used for demonstra-
tion purposes and was fitted 
with an inbuilt GPS tracking 
system. As per the technical 
inputs, the last live location 
of the bag was traced at a dis-
tance of about 1.7 kilometres 
from the Kunjwani Bypass.

Taking immediate cogni-
zance of the complaint, a po-
lice team from Police Sta-
tion Gangyal swung into 
action and proceeded to the 
indicated location. Based on 
technical analysis and sus-
tained field efforts, the police 
team carried out an inten-
sive search operation in and 
around the area.

After hectic and diligent ef-
forts, the police team success-
fully traced and recovered 

the missing trolley bag along 
with the BMD Machine. The 
recovered property was sub-
sequently handed over to the 
complainant after proper ver-
ification and completion of all 
required legal formalities.

The complainant expressed 
his sincere gratitude towards 
the Jammu Police for their 
swift response, professional-

ism, and effective use of tech-
nology, which ensured the 
timely recovery of the valu-
able property.

Jammu Police once again 
reiterates its firm commit-
ment towards public service, 
prompt grievance redressal, 
and ensuring the safety and 
security of life and property 
of the citizens.

Misplaced BMD machine recovered by Police at Gangyal.

Fake Call Centre In Delhi Swindled People 
Of Rs 1 Crore, Say Police, Arrest 10
EARLY TIMES REPORT

NEW DELHI, Dec 23: The 
Delhi Police has busted a fake 
call centre and arrested 10 
people for allegedly duping 
people across the country on 
the pretext of settling lapsed 
insurance policies, an officer 
said on Tuesday.

The accused allegedly 
used forged logos and docu-
ments of the Reserve Bank of 
India, the Delhi High Court, 
the Insurance Regulatory 
and Development Authority 
of India (IRDAI), NPCI, and 
the Insurance Ombudsman 
to gain the trust of their tar-
gets.

More than Rs 20 lakh has 
been frozen in suspect bank 
accounts, while the total 
amount cheated is estimated 
to be around Rs 1 crore, Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police 
(Dwarka) Ankit Singh said in 
a statement.

The arrests were made fol-
lowing an analysis of com-
plaints uploaded on the 
National Cybercrime Re-
porting Portal (NCRP), 
which revealed suspicious 
cash withdrawals linked to 
a bank account in Dwarka, 
he said.

A man, identified as Nis-
hant Chauhan, was appre-
hended when he arrived at a 
bank to withdraw Rs 2 lakh.

During questioning, he re-
vealed that he and others had 

provided their bank accounts 
to the syndicate for routing 
cheated money in return for 
commissions ranging from 
1.5 to 10 per cent, the officer 
said.

Investigation led to the ar-
rest of the alleged kingpin of 
the gang, Sahil Berry, from 
Dwarka.

Police said Berry made 
calls posing as an insurance 
official and convinced the tar-
gets to deposit money for pol-
icy maturity, NOCs, and pre-
mature settlements.

A raid at a call centre in 
Sagarpur led to the arrest 
of Kishan Kumar, Dam-
an Bakshi, Sumit Goswami 
and Neeraj, who allegedly 
worked as tele-callers us-
ing stolen insurance data, 
he said.

Subsequent raids led to the 
arrest of Vinay Malhotra and 
Ajay Bajpai, who allegedly co-
ordinated the collection and 
distribution of the cheated 
money.

During their searches, po-
lice seized 18 mobile phones, 
four hard drives, two laptops, 
a pen drive containing forged 
stamps and documents of var-
ious authorities, and an SUV 
car.

Several complaints have 
been traced to the accused, 
including one from an Uttara-
khand resident, who alleged 
he was cheated of nearly Rs 70 
lakh, police said.

Provision of "Scratch Rake" / Additional 
Rake for timely operation of trains in 
Jammu Division during winter

EARLY TIMES REPORT

JAMMU,  Dec 23:   Signifi-
cant steps have been taken in 
the Jammu Division of North-
ern Railway to minimize de-
lays in train operations due 
to dense fog and to ensure 
passenger convenience. In 
this regard, a "scratch rake" 
/ additional rake has been ar-
ranged, which is kept ready 
for operation in case the orig-
inal train is delayed due to 
heavy fog or other problems.

With this facility, it has 
been decided to provide a 
"scratch rake" / additional 
rake for Train No. 12414 (Jam-
mu Tawi-Ajmer) and Train 
No. 22478/22477 (Shri Mata 

Vaishno Devi Katra - New 
Delhi - Katra) to compensate 
for delays in their departure 
and arrival.

This decision has been tak-
en under the direction of Di-
visional Railway Manager, 
Shri Vivek Kumar, and under 
the leadership of Senior Divi-
sional Commercial Manager 
and Senior Divisional Opera-
tions Manager, so that trains 
delayed due to fog during the 
winter season can be run on 
time. 

This will ensure that pas-
sengers reach their destina-
tions on time. The "scratch 
rake" / additional rake is a 
solution for trains that are 

delayed by seven hours or 
more or indefinitely. By us-
ing these "scratch rakes" / 
additional rakes, the punc-
tuality of delayed trains can 
be maintained. Passengers 
will also not have to wait 
for hours at the railway sta-
tion, and the train will de-
part on time. Regarding the 
initiatives taken to improve 
passenger amenities in the 
Jammu division, Senior Di-
visional Commercial Man-
ager, Mr. Uchit Singhal, said, 
"This is a significant step tak-
en by the railways. Its main 
objective is to ensure com-
fortable and timely travel for 
passengers during the foggy 
weather in winter. Trains of-
ten get delayed due to fog. The 
operation of these 'scratch 
rakes'/'additional rakes' will 
be beneficial for passengers 
and will also help in the time-
ly operation of trains. Such 
additional measures will also 
help in meeting the increas-
ing demand of passengers in 
the future. This successful op-
eration is a testament to the 
efficient management of the 
railways and its understand-
ing of passenger needs."

Amit terms Digital Census 2027 as a ‘game changer’ 
for Bharat in Deloitte Arohana 2025 Summit
EARLY TIMES REPORT

NEW DELHI, Dec 23: Amit 
Sharma, IAS, Director Cen-
sus Operations (DCO) & Di-
rector Citizen Registration 
(DCR), Government of In-
dia, Ministry of Home Af-
fairs for the UTs of Jammu 
& Kashmir and Ladakh, 
termed upcoming Digital 
Census 2027 to be the real 
‘game changer’ for the na-
tion during an important 
national event namely, Aro-
hana 2025 - Growth with 
Impact, Government Sum-
mit organized by Deloitte 
in New Delhi over last two 
days.

DCO/DCR Government 
of India, MHA for J&K and 
Ladakh Amit Sharma had 
been invited as a subject-
specialist and a keynote 
speaker to lead a highly 
powered panel discussion 
around the theme of “In-
dia’s First Digital Census: 
Redefining Data for a New 
Bharat”. 

The other key speakers 
who spoke on the subject 
alongwith Amit Sharma 
were Neeta Verma, Former 
IT Consultant, Election 
Commission of India and 
Sudeepta.K, Chief Innova-
tion Officer, Delloite South 
Asia, who also happened to 
moderated this talk.

Amit Sharma, being 
the prime contributor in 
the talk, mentioned that 
Government of India 
shall be conducting its 
first-ever Paperless Dig-
ital Census since its in-
ception in India, which 
shall be backed by inno-

vation & technology and 
it shall have a far reach-
ing impact upon the In-
dian economy, demogra-
phy, politics and even the 
exports and imports hap-
pening in the nation.

Amit Sharma shared dur-
ing this National Summit 
that maiden Digital Census 
shall help in fast process-
ing of information, primar-
ily based out of Artificial 
Intelligence tools and au-
tomatic updating of data 
through an application de-
veloped for both Android 
and iOS platforms, which 
shall help in faster and effi-
cient policy making, corpo-
rate decisions, global econ-
omy boosting, etc. 

He also shared that the 
Data Centres of Office of 
Registrar General of In-
dia set-up in different geo-
graphical locations like 
Bangaluru, Lucknow and 

Delhi are fully geared-up 
for this humongous data 
processing, after success-
ful culmination of both the 
rounds of HLO and PE.

Amit Sharma during 
his address, also shared a 
unique novel initiative of 
upcoming Digital Census 
which is ‘Self Enumeration’ 
which simply means that 
public shall be given the fa-
cility of filling-up their in-
formation directly through 
the requisite application 
made for it, which shall be 
verified during the visit 
of enumerators and super-
visors at their respective 
households.

Before culmination of 
this all power-packed ses-
sion, Amit Sharma request-
ed the august gathering to 
become their messengers 
and supporters in success-
ful conduct of Census 2027 
thereby sharing that a big 

nationwide publicity cam-
paign with star appeal and 
wide scale usage of social 
media tools like reels, short 
demo videos, etc is also on 
the cards for creating mass 
awareness about this huge 
critically important Cen-
sus in the nation which 
shall take place after a gap 
of more than one and half 
decades.

The organisers from Del-
loite South Asia expressed 
their deep gratitude while 
honoured Director Census 
Operations J&K and Lada-
kh  Amit Sharma, for giv-
ing an elaborate impactful 
presentation about mul-
tiple aspects of upcoming 
first Digital Census 2027 in 
a straight manner which 
made this subject very in-
teresting for the gathering 
attending Arohana 2025 or-
ganised here in the nation-
al capital.


